LINN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
MEETING AGENDA

Monday, April 18, 2022
11 a.m.
Formal Board Room—Jean Oxley Public Service Center
935 2nd St. SW, Cedar Rapids, IA
Call to Order
Public Comment: Five Minute Limit per Speaker
This comment period is for the public to address topics on today’s agenda.
Minutes
Discuss and decide on meeting minutes.
Discuss, approve, and authorize the Sixth Amended DCAT4-19-066 contract between Linn County Board of
Supervisors and The Department of Human Services.
Authorize Chair to sign letter of commitment for ISU's Science to Achieve Results (STAR) Program: Drivers and
Environmental Impacts of Energy Transitions in Underserved Communities, EPA-G2022-STAR-F1 grant
application.
Authorize Chair to sign, retroactive to April 14, 2022, a letter to Congresswoman Ashley Hinson in support of
Mercy Medical Center’s request for federal community project funding for its enhanced infection control
project.
Discuss a resolution establishing the Linn County Sustainability Department.
Public Comment: Five Minute Limit per Speaker
This is an opportunity for the public to address the board on any subject pertaining to board business.
Payroll Authorizations
Discuss and decide on Employment Change Roster (payroll authorizations).
Claims
Discuss and decide on claims.
Legislative Update
Discuss and decide on action related to proposed legislation
Correspondence
Appointments
Adjournment

For questions about meeting accessibility or to request accommodations to attend or to participate
in a meeting due to a disability, please contact the Board of Supervisors office at 319-892-5000 or at
bd-supervisors@linncountyiowa.gov.

April 14, 2022
The Honorable Ashley Hinson
1429 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Re: Mercy Medical Center – FY2023 Community Project Funding Request
Dear Representative Hinson:
As you and your staff consider community project funding requests for the Fiscal Year 2023
appropriations cycle, I would like to express my strong support on behalf of the Linn County Board of
Supervisors for the Mercy Medical Center Enhanced Infection Control Project. This proposal,
submitted by the nonprofit Mercy Medical Center in Cedar Rapids, aims to equip inpatient rooms with
self-contained negative airflow systems that will substantially increase the medical system’s
capacity to manage airborne disease in the 1st District, protect immunocompromised patients, and
improve operational efficiency at one of the region’s largest acute care facilities. As COVID-19
variants persist in the area and attention turns toward preparedness for future pandemics (as well as
improving critical health infrastructure), the control systems envisioned by this project will be a vital
asset with an outsize impact on public health and wellbeing for our communities.
Mercy is seeking $1 million in community project funds (to be matched by $1 million from its own
resources) in order to finance construction, equipment acquisition, and mechanical re-configuration
work necessary to turn 31 inpatient rooms into fully-functional, independently-controllable negative
airflow units. Negative airflow, in which air is drawn into a designated indoor space and then blown
out of the building to avoid recirculating contaminated air, is a crucial tool for stopping the spread of
airborne viruses and other pathogens in clinical settings to prevent patients and staff from becoming
infected. The waves of COVID-19 hospitalizations in 2020 and 2021 brought the need for more
negative airflow capacity at the region’s hospitals into sharp relief, forcing Mercy to quickly improvise
by converting an entire floor into a 13-room “negative airflow wing” that remains its primary line of
defense against inpatient transmission. This is an unsustainable solution because it lacks room-toroom clinical flexibility; effectively traps all medical and non-medical personnel on the floor in full
personal protective equipment for their entire shifts, and dramatically increases HVAC costs.
Purpose-built negative airflow rooms will immediately address each of these defects while adding
capability in advance of the next airborne threat to eastern Iowans’ public health. Severe cases of
COVID-19 driven by persistent vaccine hesitancy (about 30% of Linn County residents aged 5 and up
remain unvaccinated, with higher figures in the surrounding counties) will continue occupying
inpatient beds at Mercy for the foreseeable future. At the same time, negative airflow rooms will
bolster the hospital’s ability to individually shield immunocompromised patients—including patients
taking certain medications and cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy—from catching potentially
life-threatening infections during their hospital stays. Mercy Medical Center’s expanding Hall-Perrine
Cancer Center already brings thousands of cancer patients from across Iowa to the Hospital
complex for treatment, underscoring the utility of more and better negative airflow space.

I would like to again emphasize my support for the Mercy Medical Center Enhanced Infection Control
Project as a valuable use of community project funds with significant benefits for the regional
medical system and the 1st District at large. Thank you in advance for your consideration of this
request, and for your continued support of healthcare in Iowa communities.
Sincerely,

Ben Rogers
Chair, Linn County Board of Supervisors

RESOLUTION NO. 2022 – 4 –
A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE LINN COUNTY SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT
WHEREAS, the Linn County Board of Supervisors (the “Board”) has the responsibility to
protect and preserve the rights, privileges, and property of the county and its residents, and to
preserve and improve the peace, safety, health, welfare, comfort, and convenience of its residents;
and,
WHEREAS, Linn County has a long standing and previously demonstrated commitment to
sustainability and environmental protection as shown through, among other things, its work to
preserve and protect outdoor natural areas, to ensure air and water quality, to implement soil and
water conservation practices, to engage in regional watershed management and planning, to
increase access to critical natural resources, and to include high efficiency and waste reduction
standards in facility construction and management; and,
WHEREAS, Linn County’s previous and current Strategic Plan include a commitment to
financial health, excellence in budgetary and financial management, and accountability to
taxpayers through responsible budgetary decisions that are supported, in part, by implementing
sustainability measures, and;
WHEREAS sustainability measures increase the County’s resilience to budgetary
constraints, economic challenges, and costly disasters by preparing for the impact of future
events and designing practices and policies to better position the County to respond when they
do happen; and,
WHEREAS, in accordance with the county’s responsibilities and commitments listed
above, the Board on July 17, 2017 passed and approved Resolution No. 2017-07-107 in support
the objectives of the Paris Agreement, an international treaty on climate change; and,
WHEREAS, the Board on December 4, 2019 passed and approved Resolution 2019-12-160,
in which it declared a climate crisis and committed to accelerated efforts to limit the global
average temperature increase; and,
WHEREAS, in 2020 the Board created the position of Sustainability Program Manager
within the Board of Supervisors’ department to conduct a greenhouse gas inventory, create and
update Linn County’s Climate Action Plan, to provide sustainability education and resources, and
to provide subject matter expertise on sustainability practices; and,
WHEREAS, in 2021 the Board created the Linn County Sustainability and Resiliency
Committee to help complete an annual greenhouse gas inventory and to help review and monitor
progress toward the goals and objectives of Linn County’s climate resolutions.

Resolution 2022 – 4 –

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED the Linn County Board of Supervisors determines the
ongoing work of the Sustainability Program Manager is necessary and desirable, and such work
advances the administration of Linn County’s responsibilities and commitments.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Linn County Board of Supervisors finds it is in the best
interest of Linn County to provide an increased level of visibility around Linn County’s
sustainability efforts, and to encourage more collaboration between stakeholders.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Linn County Board of Supervisors hereby creates the Linn
County Department of Sustainability.
PASSED and APPROVED this 20th day of April, 2022.
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Ben Rogers, Chair

Louis J. Zumbach, Vice Chair

Stacey Walker, Supervisor
ATTEST:

________________________________________
Joel Miller, Linn County Auditor

Aye: _____ Nay: _____ Abstain: _____

