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Nature Viewer
Constructed at
Wickiup Hill Learning
Center Wetland

Structure inspiration comes from
popular nature shelters in Norway
Linn County Conservation is always

exploring new and innovative ways to expand
outdoor recreation and access for learning
opportunities. Birding is one activity that has
been on the rise in Iowa over the past several
years. Birding, in simple terms, is a recreational activity involving the observation and
identification of birds in their natural habitat.
Former Linn County Conservation Board
member and Linn-Mar Social Studies teacher
John Hanson taught in Norway for a year
on a Fulbright Roving Scholars Program.
He brought the idea of these shelters to
the Conservation Board. This nature viewer
mixes art and architecture to create a unique
visual environment. The nature viewer is a short
walk from the parking area at Wickiup Hill.

Morgan Creek Park Reopens
with Updated Features and
Natural Resource Enhancements
Ribbon cutting event celebrates
redevelopment of county park
A celebration at the new Morgan Creek Park shelter on June 3 marked
the completion of Phase 1- redevelopment of Morgan Creek Park, a 352
acre county park managed by Linn County Conservation. The new park
entrance is 7212 E Ave, Cedar Rapids.
“This is a significant project that has come together despite a derecho,
an ongoing pandemic and arguably one of the most challenging spring
seasons for construction in many years,” said Dennis Goemaat, Linn
County Conservation Executive Director.
Public Lands, including access to parks like these, play critical roles in
our cities and counties.
“What we have known for many years, and is now backed up by more
and more research, is that park usage leads to better health. Any given
day, someone is positively affected through their connections to nature,
and we continue to advocate for those opportunities,” said Goemaat.
Additional green space acquired over the last decade on the south side
of the park has allowed the Conservation Board to replace outdated park
amenities while improving natural resource protections from when this
county park was originally created in the early 1960s. A thorough master
>> Learn more on page 2

Morgan Creek Reopens
(continued from front page)

About Morgan
Creek Park
The park at 7212 E Ave NW,
Cedar Rapids is open daily from
4 a.m. – 10:30 p.m. Existing
features include the Morgan Creek
Arboretum on the park’s north side,
at 7439 Worcester Rd, with over
250 native and exotic trees and
shrubs and a butterfly garden.
Soft surfaced trails lead throughout the arboretum and into the
woodland. Morgan Creek Park
Campground at 7287 Worcester Rd
has 35 campsites, all first-come,
first-served, as well as a nearby
group camp that is reservable at
LinnCountyIowa.gov/Conservation.

planning process completed in 2015 provided the road map to enhance
Morgan Creek Park’s identity and resources sustainably for the future. This
$6.2 million project addresses future park and community needs and sets
the course for future generations. Important features include:
› Natural resource enhancements: The creation of several wetlands and
native prairie will serve as natural landscape and wildlife habitat. Additionally, it provides a vehicle to improve water quality for the Cedar River watershed. The wetlands are designed to hold and filter over 4.2 million gallons
of storage capacity while cleaning sediments and pollutants before they
reach Morgan Creek. 100 new trees and shrubs have been planted with
more scheduled for the future.
› Open-aired Shelter: The new Morgan Creek Shelter, a 60’ x 42’ venue,
is reservable online and able to accommodate a variety of events. This
structure has a seating capacity of 125-140 with a serving counter, picnic
tables, multiple grills and a large patio space.
› Picnic Shelters: Small picnic areas were created with repurposed wood
salvaged from derecho. The shelters are created from red oak, white oak,
hickory, cherry, and walnut.
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Project Funding

New picnic shelters have been constructed
out of repurposed wood salvaged from the
2020 derecho storm.

Hillary Hughes, Linn County Conservation
Board President
The Morgan Creek Park butterfly garden in the
arboretum is just one of many features still
enjoyed on the older north side of the park.

In 2016, the voters of Linn County
showed resounding support for Linn
County Conservation efforts to improve
water quality, natural resources and
outdoor recreation with 74% approval of
the Linn County Water and Land Legacy
Bonds. This project identifies important
components targeted by the measure.
“This bond funded project creates a
major destination park day use facility
that is unique to our community,” said
Hillary Hughes, Linn County Conservation Board President. “Linn County
Conservation continues to manage this
park with beautiful ecosystems as its
landscape, including the native prairie,
forest and wetland plant communities
so critical to our Iowa wildlife, pollinators
and water quality.” Along with leverage
from Linn County Water and Land
Legacy Bond funds, $2 million was
raised through donations and partner
grants including from Enhance Iowa:
Cultural Attractions and Tourism (CAT),
and the Hall-Perrine Foundation.

Public Health

› Restrooms: New flushable
restrooms are located in various
points around the park.
› Trail Connections: The Morgan
Creek Trail, a paved trail through the
park, now extends into Cedar Rapids
to the south, and is part of a long
term project to create a trail along
Highway 100, over the Cedar River
and into north Cedar Rapids.
› State-of-the-art playground: This
14,000 square foot playground with
a poured-in-place rubber surface
has several accessible and inclusive

While there are many parts to the
equation for a healthy life, science
has conclusively shown that regular
connection to nature is a key element
for human health in our culture today.
“Far too many of us no longer
regularly immerse ourselves in natural
woodlands and prairies, such as we
have here in Morgan Creek Park,” said
Ben Rogers, Linn County Board of
Supervisors Chair. “This is the reason
Linn County supports the work of Linn
features. The playground is unique
County Conservation at such a high
and never before experienced in this
level to create new opportunities around
region. Additional benches around
the county for people to relax, play and
the play space have been installed.
connect in an outdoor setting.”
The north side of the park continues
In addition to the redevelopment
to be enjoyed and provides access to along the way, Linn County Conservation
the arboretum and butterfly garden,
continues to maintain and enhance the
woodland areas, and the campground existing natural appeal of Morgan Creek
along Worcester Road. Park redevelop- Park. Attraction, development and health
ment phases for the future includes an all rely on a diverse offering of natural
expansion to the arboretum and the
resources that reach every segment of
campground, and an enclosed rental
our community to break down barriers
and offer equity and access to naturelodge and dog exercise area on the
based recreation for all.
new south side.
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1800

new trees planted
at Wanatee Park

Forest restoration continues in Linn
County’s woodlands following derecho
Following the 2020 derecho, Linn County
Conservation’s reforestation and restoration
process began with debris removal followed
by a salvage harvest. The exciting part of
the plan involves tree planting when
conditions and funding allows. 775 new
trees within 15 acres of Wanatee Park
were planted this past Arbor Day in an area
decimated by derecho. The long term goal
of restoring the timber to pre-storm
conditions is off to a good start.
After completion of a major salvage
harvest of approximately 300 acres over
the past two winters, a 15 acre section was
prepped for planting at Wanatee, which
included removing tremendous amounts
of non-native invasives, such as barberry
and oriental bittersweet. New bare root
seedling trees are planted on site. “Mixed
hardwoods, such as oaks, basswood,
black cherry, black walnut, and shagbark
hickory will help bring the forest back to its
historically natural condition,” said Andrew
Huck, Linn County Conservation Ecologist
and Land Protection Specialist. Trees are
aided with tree tubes, stakes, and bird nets.
“This will protect the trees from deer and
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other wildlife, and help support the trees in
their growth,” said Huck. The $5,000 project
was funded by an Iowa Department of
Natural Resources bat conservation grant
awarded to Linn County Conservation.
This tree planting effort included teams
from Conservation Corps of Minnesota and
Iowa. This AmeriCorps program involves
individuals from diverse backgrounds
focusing on youth development, job
training, and environmental conservation
education. Conservation Corps has been
partnering with Linn County Conservation
on a variety of derecho-related projects
throughout the spring and summer.
Over 1800 new and diverse native trees
have now been planted at Wanatee Park
this spring. 125 new seedlings were added
to the North Wickiup Hill area, which is also
a public hunting area. Additional spring and
fall plantings will continue to take place
around Linn County over the next decade.
Woodlands provide critical resources for
wildlife habitat, water and air quality, and
human health benefits. This spring has
been a good first step in restoring these
assets to our communities.

Carry inCarry out

BY CHUCK UNGS,
LINN COUNTY CONSERVATION NATURALIST

You won’t find garbage cans in
most of our Linn County parks
With the opening of the redevelopment area of Morgan
Creek Park, one of the questions from new visitors has been,
What are we suppose to do with our garbage? The quick answer
is Please take it back with you.
A simple definition for Carry in-Carry out: What you carry in
with you to the parks, carry out with you. This includes refuse.
The Linn County Conservation department manages parks, trails
and natural areas scattered throughout the county. Over the past
several decades, the carry in-carry out policy has been successful
in helping reduce maintenance costs while keeping our areas
cleaner. It encourages a waste reduction practice, and limits
pests, critters, and other scavengers who would love to rummage
through garbage containers. Next time you visit Morgan Creek
Park, or any of our trails and parks, don’t forget to take care of
your own litter. It may take a bit of practice, but we all have a
role to play in helping keep our parks clean and safe.
This also includes dog waste, which does not biodegrade like
other animal waste. Not to mention, other park visitors don’t
appreciate stepping in it. According to the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC), dog feces can spread disease to other animals
and humans. So please, bag your poo, and take it with yoo.
Think of some ways you can reduce waste:
› Bring food in reusable containers and use washable napkins
and tablecloths.
› Ditch the plastic and invest in reusable straws, sandwich
wraps, plates and cutlery that can be easily rinsed clean.
› Try to avoid single-use packaged food products as much
as possible. About 30 percent of all trash in the U.S. comes
just from product packaging.
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Leave the Leaves

One of the most joyous days every fall is
when the leaves are tumbling from the trees at
such a high rate that catching multiple leaves
before they hit the ground brings joy to young
and old. The leaves themselves are fascinating
with varied colors and shapes, textures and
sizes. Within the leaves are often many sleeping
creatures not always readily seen. The creatures
may be larvae that are actually imbedded inside
the leaf itself.
In most cases, the sleeping insect is innocuous
to humans. What we find in examining the
creatures of the world around us is the little
things often have major connections to supporting the lives of the big things. One of the most
famous naturalists, John Muir, once stated,
«When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he
finds it is attached to the rest of the world.»
In recent years, there has been a drive to let
the leaves that fall stay put or to perhaps pile
them in a spot and then wait until spring before
processing them. The campaign is often labeled
as “Leave the Leaves,” meaning that there are
benefits of allowing those homes for the little
creatures to remain until the bugs and beasts
can mature in the warmth of spring.
At home, I grow a small pollinator garden and
the same advice applies. If you are able, allow
the stems to hold over until we have a week of
daytime temperatures over 50 degrees. This
allows many of the pollinators sleeping in the
stems to awaken and depart before your spring
cleaning occurs.
I hope your adventures this fall help you catch
some leaves, leave the leaves, and let the stems
stand. Enjoy the season!

Wickiup Hill Learning Center Hours
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Saturdays 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sundays 1 – 4 p.m. (April through October)
Outdoor areas open sunrise to sunset.

The Wickiup Hill
Learning Center, at
10260 Morris Hills Rd,
Toddville, celebrates its
20th Anniversary on
October 15. The public
is invited to join the
education staff for family
fun activities. Come and
go from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
No need to register.

Wickiup Hill Learning Center
Celebrates its 20th Year
Let us take you back over 20 years ago…The Linn County Conservation
education program had been growing enthusiastically since its beginning in 1987.
A refurbished building at Pinicon Ridge Park in Central City was used as a nature
center with limited hours, but became inadequate to keep up with program
demands. Since the early 1990s, land had been acquired near Toddville for its
diverse habitats, rich Iowa history, and as a place to host outdoor programs. It was
time to build a new education center, and what better place than at Wickiup Hill!
Wickiup Hill Learning Center opened to the public in October of 2002. The 9,000foot facility offers exhibits about the Indigenous peoples of the area, including a
full size replica of a wickiup and its life-size inhabitants. Other highlights include
archaeology displays made of replica prehistoric and historic artifacts, the Hall of
Habitats with 12-foot dioramas of a woodland forest, prairie and wetland, a bird
watching area and live reptiles and amphibians on display. Many of the exhibits
are hands-on, the best kind of learning for all ages. In 2012, the building expanded
to add more educational exhibits and Conservation Department administrative
offices. The outdoor area includes interpretive trails, wetlands, savanna, woodlands, nature playscape, pack-in campsite, and a designated nature viewer in
the south wetland.
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Volunteers!
We need you at
Wickiup Hill!

What hasn’t changed over the last 20 years is the
hands-on approach that Linn County Conservation
employs with its programs. The students, through
public programs or class field trips, are encouraged
to explore their place in the natural world through
interactive and engaging classes with a focus on
wildlife, ecology and the environment.
Education programs with our naturalists develop
with the ever-evolving needs and interests of the
community. Today, now more than ever, families
recognize the importance of having a connection
to nature. We also have a greater understanding
of the vital role that exposure to the natural world
plays in the health and development of our children.
It is our privilege to provide a constantly evolving
array of opportunities for students and families
to connect with nature.
We are happy to share with the community
our 20th Anniversary. We celebrate not only this
nature center, but our numerous partnerships,
collaborations, and volunteers that have made
the Wickiup Hill Learning Center what it is today.

We are seeking volunteers to help at Wickiup Hill.
Some of our original volunteers continue to graciously
give their time and talents. We simply could not have
gotten this far and been able to fulfill our mission
without them. We are happy to celebrate our 20th
Anniversary with them and our community. Weekend
volunteers occupy the Learning Center in three hour
segments to help watch over the building, answer
visitor questions and to help the public better
understand different conservation topics. If you are
a teacher or a nature enthusiast, why not give some
of your time to a good cause?
If you are able to join us for the 20th Anniversary
Celebration on October 15, we will have an
informational booth about how you can help, or call
892-6485 to talk with the Volunteer Coordinator Chuck
Ungs, or email Chuck.Ungs@LinnCountyIowa.gov for a
volunteer application. We look forward to meeting you.
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Grant Wood Trail

A trail connection to Jones County has been
in the works since the 1990s.

The Grant Wood Trail Corridor
began as a railway in the 1870s
between Marion and Savanna,
Illinois. Later, this Chicago,
Milwaukee, St Paul and Pacific Rail
would carry freight and passengers
across the Midwest until 1980.
In 1997, the Linn County Trails
Association (LCTA) began discussions with Jones County residents
who promoted a Linn County Trail
to Martelle. Working with several
organizations, the LCTA acquired the
trail in 1998. LCTA gifted the trail to
Linn County Conservation in 2005,
with the expectation of future
development of a trail corridor
to Jones County as funding
became available.
Over the past few years, Linn
County Conservation has worked

Grant Wood Trail
at Creekside Road

on enhancing this trail connection
to benefit all community trail users.
This included connecting the trail
west of Highway 13 to Marion,
developing a passage under the
highway, then hard surfacing to
Marion’s Waldo’s Rock Park.
August paving will take place from
Waldo’s Rock Park, three miles to
Oxley Road. East of this area, the trail
is not a contiguous link as some of
the former railroad line is now private
property. County right-of-way areas
will be used to reconnect the trail at
these gaps to Creekside Road. Bid
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letting for this paving project takes
place in the fall. Additional study is
taking place on the grass trail route
from Creekside Road to Paralta.
The city of Springville has expressed
interest in connecting to the trail.
A public input meeting will be
held this fall.
The Conservation Board is
motivated to continue making
our communities more inviting by
creating these opportunities for
healthy lifestyles and outdoor
recreation access. As outlined in the
Linn County Conservation Strategic
Plan, work continues with partners
to facilitate planned growth and
development of this multi-use
recreational trail network among
existing trails, parks, and communities within the region.

The latest in additional trail

Development
& Improvements
for Linn County

Morgan Creek Trail

› Phase 3: A two mile segment of trail
will be developed from the Morgan
Creek Trail at Morgan Creek Park’s
north end at Worcester Road. The trail
would extend near the Cedar Rapids
northwest water plant along Highway
100 to Covington. Bid letting is expected in November, with trail construction
beginning in 2023.
› Phase 1: A one mile trail will be hard
surfaced from 42nd street in Cedar
Rapids near Xavier High School along
the Rock Island Botanical Preserve
to the Cedar River. Linn County Conservation reached an agreement with

Iowa Northern Railway Company for a
trail bridge that crosses the railroad.
This trail project is expected to be let in
September, with the project expected to
begin in 2023.

Cedar Valley Nature Trail

› Over time, 20 miles of the Cedar
Valley Nature Trail managed by Linn
County Conservation from the Hiawatha trail head north to Urbana at
Highway 150 has been hard surfaced.
Plan development is taking place to
hard surface the remaining six miles
from Urbana to the Buchanan County
line (where Black Hawk County Conservation trail management begins).

The Morgan Creek
Trail extends through
Morgan Creek Park
and into Cedar Rapids,
connecting with the
city’s Cherokee Trail.

To address safety, drainage and water
quality issues, this project will include
an underpass at 52nd street in Benton
County and bridge replacement at Bear
Creek. Last winter, a contracted brush
clearing project took place along this
trail area.
› North of 76th Ave south of Cedar
Rapids, a 1,000 foot trail section
will be resurfaced with tile added to
address drainage issues. This project
is slated for September. This concludes
the project which temporarily closed
the trail for placement of a box culvert
and trail rebuild.

$3.5 Million in Destination Iowa funding awarded
to pave remainder of the Cedar Valley Nature Trail
Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds and the
Iowa Economic Development Authority
(IEDA) awarded $3.5 Million jointly to
Black Hawk and Linn County Conservation to pave 16 miles of the Cedar
Valley Nature Trail. This project would
complete the original 52-mile trail,
connecting the Waterloo/Cedar Falls
and Cedar Rapids metropolitan areas
entirely by the trail.
Fully paving and completing the
Cedar Valley Nature Trail has been a
goal across numerous urban and rural
communities since the project began
in the mid-1980s. The trail, through 11
cities and five counties in the region,
makes it a popular recreational
attraction in the state of Iowa.
“The Linn County Conservation Board
has been working with Black Hawk

County Conservation the past several
years to complete small sections of
trail at a time,” said Dennis Goemaat,
Linn County Conservation Executive
Director. “The Cedar Valley Nature
Trail has provided numerous benefits
to local residents and visitors to our
communities.”
The project itself would pave the
current trail surface of crushed limestone and dirt from just east of La Porte
City south to Highway 150 at Urbana.
The project will also include needed
bridge replacements, box culverts, and
watershed controls to improve drainage
and water quality along streams and
creeks adjacent to the trail. Final
project design work is underway.
Additional funding for this project will
involve local funds, including the Linn
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County Water and Land Legacy Bonds,
American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds,
as well as gifts and donations.
Mike Hendrickson, Executive Director
of Black Hawk County Conservation
stated, “This project will serve to
compliment the many recreational,
cultural, and social venues along its
path. The completion of this project
will boost tourism in this region and
the State of Iowa as a whole.”
The $100 million Destination Iowa
program, announced in April, invests
in transformational attractions that
will bolster the quality of life in Iowa
communities, enhance tourism and
attract new residents. Funding for
this program is being made available
through the federal American Rescue
Plan Act.

Improvements to Buffalo
Creek Park include a new
playground and shelter,
and expansion of the
campground.

Campground expansion
coming to Pincon Ridge
and Buffalo Creek Parks
Buffalo Creek Park to receive additional park improvements
area, and a showerhouse. A small playground and
shelter will be added to the park. The goal is to have
improvements in place during the 2023 warm
recreation season, pending favorable project bids
and weather for construction.
A few campsites were added and electrical additions
to Plains campground at Pinicon Ridge Park, with
a small playground to be added this fall. Plans are
being developed to add an additional camping area
southeast of Plains campground, which could lead
to an additional 30 sites at the park. “NRPA (National
Recreation and Park Association) surveys are showing
that activities like camping provide people of varying
demographics to improve health, connect with nature,
and enjoy time with family and friends,” said Goemaat.
“We want to do our part as our resources allow to fill
the need of having more camping areas available for
our local recreational campers and visitors to
the region.”

The popularity of camping continues nationwide, and
the trend has been evident at Linn County Conservation
managed parks. Following the master plan of its
flagship parks (completed in 2015), additional camping
opportunities are coming soon.
The area near Buffalo Creek is home to an abundance
of wildlife and plant species, including one of the larger
populations of bluebells. Initial development of Buffalo
Creek Park, located just west of Coggon in northern
Linn County, began in 1961. The current campground
with 13 electrical sites is complemented with a nearby
kayak launch along Buffalo Creek.
“Expanding access for all and identifying outdoor
recreational needs continues to be a high priority,
especially in northern Linn County,” said Dennis
Goemaat, Executive Director. “Engineering and
design is nearly complete for these substantial park
upgrades.” 15 additional acres purchased to the west
will allow for 12 additional campsites, a group camp
10

&WINTER

FALL

PROGRAMS
Programs and events are held at the Wickiup Hill
Learning Center unless stated otherwise
REGISTRATION REQUIRED. Events/class sizes are limited.

10260 Morris Hills Road
Toddville, IA
(319) 892-6485
conservation@linncountyiowa.gov

Visit LinnCountyIowa.gov/Conservation and click on PROGRAMS AND EVENTS to learn more and to register.

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER
Fall Bird Banding

Summertime Float

Saturday, September 10, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Saturday, August 27, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Pinicon Ridge Park, Watercraft Concession

Join us on a scenic float of the Wapsipinicon River to enjoy
all the season has to offer. Be treated to unique views of
Pinicon Ridge Park, the Mary Lundby Bridge, and perhaps
unique wildlife along the way. Depending upon water levels,
another river section may be chosen. Participants are responsible for bringing their own boats, gear and must wear their
mandatory lifejackets. Pack plenty of water, sunscreen, a
lunch or snacks, and dress for the weather. Cost is $20/adult
participant. Kids are free with participating adult. Registration
deadline is August 22. Arrangements can be made to use a
very limited quantity of gear by calling 319-892-6485.

Banding was one of the first
scientific methods used to
track migrating birds. Watch
local bird banders catch fall
migrating birds in specialized
nets, record valuable information and release them back into
the wild. Never knowing what
will be caught, but always hopeful for unusual or rare birds.
Cost is $2/child, $5/adult.

Almost Full Moon Owl Walk

Monday, September 12, 7:30-9 p.m.

Join us as we learn about some of the common owls of Iowa.
We will see a variety of mounted owls, wings and talons, and
learn about what makes owls “nature’s perfect mousetraps”.
We will then head down the trail and see if we can carry on
a conversation with an owl. The full moon should be rising
as we near the end of the hike, creating a unique view of the
wetland at night. Cost is $2/child, $5/adult.

Science for Squirts: Nature had it First!
Wednesday, August 31, 10-11 a.m.

From snakeskins to bird beaks, discover the amazing ways
animals adapt to their environment. Children enjoy a story
and activities based on the monthly theme. Ages 3-6, but
younger and older siblings are welcome. Caregiver should
stay with child. Cost: $3/child.
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mandatory lifejackets. Pack plenty of water, sunscreen, a
lunch or snacks, and dress for the weather. Cost is $20/adult
participant. Kids are free with participating adult. Registration
deadline is October 5. Arrangements can be made to use a
very limited quantity of gear by calling 319-892-6485.

Science for Squirts: Circus Squirrels
Tuesday, September 13, 10-11 a.m.

Can you balance on a tight rope like a squirrel? Learn about
the acrobats of the woods as you travel through different
obstacles like our furry friends. Children enjoy a story and
activities based on the monthly theme. Ages 3-6, but younger
and older siblings are welcome. Caregiver should stay with
child. Cost: $3/child.

Science for Squirts:
The Great Pumpkins!

Wednesday, October 12, 10-11 a.m.

Explore Wickiup’s trails as we look for hidden pumpkins,
talk about animals getting ready for colder weather, and
make your own great pumpkin! Children enjoy a story and
activities based on the monthly theme. Ages 3-6, but younger
and older siblings are welcome. Caregiver should stay with
child. Cost: $3/child.

End of Summer Night Hike

Thursday, September 22, 7-8:30 p.m.

Let’s share a moment with nature as we shift from the end of
one season into the beginning of the next. We can anticipate
what the plants are and may have in store for us at a given
point in time – but who knows what we may see or hear for
creatures. We’ll discuss the changes occurring with the
seasonal shift in weather. Cost is $2/child, $5/adult.

Almost Full Moon Owl Hike

Wednesday, October 12, 6-7:30 p.m.

Scary? – not really! Wander down the nighttime Wickiup
trails to learn about these amazing and interesting nocturnal
creatures. Let’s see if one of our nighttime friends chat with
us. Cost is $2/child, $5/adult.

OCTOBER
Fall Leaf Float

Saturday, October 8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Pinicon Ridge Park, Watercraft Concession

Join Naturalist Chuck Ungs on a
scenic float of the Wapsipinicon
River. The float is scheduled near the
peak of the leaf change. Depending
upon water levels, another river
section may be chosen. Participants
are responsible for bringing their own
boats, gear and must wear their
12

20th Anniversary of Wickiup Hill
Learning Center

Saturday, October 15, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Drop in for some family fun as we celebrate the 20th
anniversary of our nature center. More on page 6.

Campfire and S’mores

Wednesday, November 16, 4-5 p.m.

Join us for a campfire gathering with s’more fixings, scavenger hunts and crafts near the Wickiup Wandering Wood’s
nature playscape. No cost for the program, but remember
to register so there are enough s’mores for everyone!

11th Annual Wickiup Fall Fest

Almost New Moon Night Hike

Saturday, October 29, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Tuesday, November 22, 5:30-7 p.m.

Come out and experience our friendly trick or treat hike
through the woods, pumpkin bowling, straw scramble, creepy
critters, and more! Aimed at ages 3-10, but younger and older
siblings welcome. Costumes encouraged! Cost $3/child.

Something mysterious happens when the leaves drop off the
trees. We are presented with wider views of the landscape
around us. At night our senses are heightened so we may
hear night sounds, smell the newly fallen leaves or see
different wildlife. Participants will perhaps carry on a
conversation with an owl. Cost is $2/child, $5/adult.

NOVEMBER
Woodcarving Holiday Ornament

Saturday, November 5, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Learn the lost art of woodcarving.
With the guidance of the Cedar
Valley Woodcarvers, you will learn
basic tool handling and carving.
Start a new holiday tradition by
creating a beautiful hand carved
holiday ornament. Perfect for gift
giving or for starting your own
collection. Bring your own lunch
and we will provide the materials
and tools. Additional ornaments
available to purchase during
class. Registration Deadline
November 1. Cost $10. Adults
only. No experience needed.

Kayaking Session at Bender Pool

Sunday, November 27, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

See article on page 14 for more information and join us for
additional dates of Nov. 27, Dec. 11, Jan. 8 and 22, Feb. 5
and 19, as well as March 5. See the article on next page.

Science for Squirts: Leaf Man!

Tuesday, November 15, 10-11 a.m.

Don’t Forget to Register online,
Unless Otherwise Noted

What happened to the leaves? Why are the trees going to
sleep? Join us as we read the story of the Leaf Man and
make your own leaf person to take home! Children enjoy
a story and activities based on the monthly theme. Ages
3-6, but younger and older siblings are welcome. Caregiver
should stay with child. Cost: $3/child.

LinnCountyIowa.
gov/Conservation
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Class is in Session!

Pool Time for Kayaks

As a place to practice for the open water season, a pool is a good substitute to the harsh conditions involved
with boating in the winter. It also works well to refine skills under a controlled environment rather than out
on a river itself. Cedar Rapids Parks and Recreation and Linn County
Conservation are teaming up to invite you and to promote kayaking
with pool time at Bender Pool in Cedar Rapids, located at 940 14th
Ave SE. Drop in pool sessions for kayakers are being offered from
4:30-6:30 pm on the following Sundays: November 13 and 27,
December 11, January 8 and 22, February 5 and 19, and March 5.
The fee is $10 per person per time at the door. Minimum age is
10 years and everyone will be required to be in swimwear and
a lifejacket. A helmet is required for those practicing rolls.
Youth must be supervised by an adult.

Northwood’s Chair Weaving
Registration deadline: September 15
Weaving dates: October 11, 18, and 20, 6-9 p.m.
Traditional snowshoes have a unique look that many folks find appealing. This fall,
you can weave a chair that carries that same look into a useful piece of furniture. This
chair revives a classic design with elegant lines and simple construction. The wood
is white ash. You lace the seat and back using “snowshoe” patterns that give the
chair both a unique look and extraordinary comfort.
This course requires the dexterity of a high school or older weaver. The $10
registration holds your spot but a check made out to Linn County Treasurer must
arrive at Wickiup Hill for the remaining cost of $340 by September 23. An additional
4-5 sessions will be required to apply varnish at our shop to finish the chairs by late
October. Class size is limited.

Why Buy Snowshoes When You Can Build Them
Registration Deadline: November 30
Linn County Conservation is offering its annual opportunity for you to build a pair
of traditional snowshoes. You can use these sets for hiking, decorations, or unique
gifts. Participants must register on-line and pay a $10 registration fee by November
30 to hold a spot in the course. The evening sessions are held from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
on December 13, 15, and 20 at the Wickiup Hill Learning Center. Additional evenings
will be needed to varnish the shoes at the Linn County Conservation Department
services shop at 3173 Highway 13, Marion (corner of Highway 13 and County Home
Road) in the week following snowshoe construction and between the Holidays. A
minimum of three to four of these evenings will be required to varnish the shoes
properly. Kit building typically requires the manual dexterity of someone high school age or older. Cost: $225
which includes the snowshoe kit, a binding set and varnish for each participant. Register online at Events at
LinnCountyIowa.gov/Conservation. Contact Chuck at 319-892-6485 for details.
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Board & Staff
Linn County Board of Supervisors
Stacey Walker District 1
Ben Rogers, District 2
Louis Zumbach, District 3
Conservation Board
Hillary Hughes, President
Steve Emerson, Vice-President
Cindy Burke, Secretary
Brent Oleson, Member
George Kanz, Member
Administration
Dennis Goemaat, Executive Director
Daniel Gibbins, Deputy Director
Randy Burke, Outdoor Recreation Planner
Ted Doscher, Project Planner
Ryan Schlader, Community Outreach Specialist
John Layton, Senior Account Clerk
Meredith Glynn, Office Coordinator
Deanna Donovan, Senior Clerk Typist (part-time)

Come Explore the Universe
The Cedar Amateur Astronomers (CAA) host several public
observing events a year at the Eastern Iowa Observatory and
Learning Center (EIOLC). The EIOLC, owned by Linn County
Conservation, is located on the grounds of Palisades-Dows
Preserve between Mount Vernon and Ely. During viewing hours,
society members answer questions and provide everyone with
an opportunity to look through the Society’s telescopes and
those of CAA members. These events are free of charge and
open to the public.
AUGUST 20 › Enjoy the wonders of our universe as Professor
Brent Studer will give a presentation tentatively scheduled to
begin at 8 p.m., weather and conditions permitting. CAA
volunteers will be operating several of their telescopes
to view the wonderful Iowa night skies.
SEPTEMBER 17 › Public night begins at 7:30 p.m. Speaker
and subject to be announced. Volunteers will be operating the
telescopes for nighttime viewing after the presentation.
OCTOBER 1 › It is International Observe the Moon Night.
Beginning at 7:30 p.m., CAA member Doug Slausen will give an
informative presentation all about our nearest cosmic neighbor –
the Moon. After the presentation, our members will have several
telescopes trained on the Moon, planets, and other objects in
the autumn sky.
OCTOBER 15 › Public night begins at 7:30 p.m. Speaker and
subject to be announced. Volunteers will be operating the
telescopes for nighttime viewing after the presentation.

Conservation Education (Naturalists)
at Wickiup Hill Learning Center
Kent Rector, Nature Center Manager
Jenny Corbett, Lead Conservation Education Specialist
Chuck Ungs, Conservation Education Specialist
Sarah Wendt, Conservation Education Specialist
Natural Resources Unit
Dana Kellogg, Natural Resources Manager
Tony Nemmers, Natural Resources Specialist
Andrew Huck, Conservation Ecologist
and Land Protection Specialist
Josh Volz, Resource Technician
Landon Barnes, Resource Technician*
Services Unit
Chuck Bogard, Operations Manager
Tom Oberbreckling, Construction Coordinator
Dave Kephart, Carpenter
Tom Blythe, Mechanic
Tony Aarhus, Heavy Equipment Operator
Thomas Eiben, Heavy Equipment Operator
Bill Perrin, Operations Technician
North Cedar District
Shaun Reilly, Resource Manager
(Park Ranger, Morgan Creek Park)
Josh Fossum, Assistant Resource Manager
Jared VanHamme, Resource Technician
Shawn McDonald, Resource Technician
Ella Huff, Resource Technician
South Cedar District
Jason Baumann, Resource Manager
(Park Ranger, Wanatee Park)
Joe Reu, Assistant Resource Manager
Chris Burian, Resource Technician
Wapsipinicon District
Aaron Batchelder, Resource Manager
(Park Ranger, Pinicon Ridge Park)
Steve Deaver, Assistant Resource Manager
Nathan Allen, Resource Technician
Noah Krob, Resource Technician
Nick Haight, Resource Technician
In addition, Linn County Conservation hires seasonal
employees, primarily during the warm recreation season.
*position shared with South Cedar District

For more information, visit cedar-astronomers.org

Conservation Mission Statement: To preserve and protect natural and cultural resources and to improve community through access to parks, trails, open spaces and
recreational and educational opportunities that are managed sustainably for the present and future. The Linn County Conservation Board intends to comply with the
Americans With Disabilities Act and all other local, state and federal laws pertaining to equal treatment. If anyone believes he or she has been subjected to discrimination
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or disability, they may file a complaint alleging discrimination with either the Linn County Conservation Board or the office
for Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK AND
TWITTER
——————

@LinnCoConserv
Linn County Conservation

SUBSCRIBE TO
OUR ENEWS
——————

Send us your email at
conservation@linncountyiowa.gov
Just type ENEWS in subject line.
Our Linn County Conservation eNews blasts
occur throughout the month, keeping you up
to date on all the happenings in our parks,
trails, natural areas, and for upcoming events.

