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Conservation Director
Biechler to Retire

Linn County honored
for wildlife habitat
improvements

——————
The Linn County Conservation Board received
the Izaak Walton League’s County Conservation Wildlife Habitat Improvement Award-First
Place for large county at the Iowa Association
of County Conservation Boards Annual Fall
Conference in Sioux Center. The First Place
Award goes to the County Conservation Board
judged to have carried out the most outstanding program of wildlife habitat improvement
through promotion, planning, planting, and
maintenance.

>> Learn more on page 4.

Linn County
Conservation Board
expected to ask Board
of Supervisors to
issue first Linn
County Water and
Land Legacy bond
dollars in 2018
——————

12 projects to be leveraged
by initial bond funds.
>> Learn more on page 2.

I want to take a break from my usual
ramblings about conservation and
environmental issues this month to
discuss the upcoming retirement of
Linn County Conservation Director
Dan Biechler. Dan has led the Linn
County Conservation Department for
the past 30 years and has decided the
time has come to recalibrate his life
and enjoy retirement. He has had a
tremendous impact on Linn County
and helped enhance the quality of
life we all enjoy.
The story of how Dan came to Linn
County starts in 1975. The Key West,
Iowa native attended and graduated
from Iowa State University in 1975.
While in college, Dan took a Forestry
454 class where an independent
research project was required.
Dan’s team chose to develop a
master plan for Wakpicada Natural
Area. Then Conservation Director
George Hamilton had proposed
the idea for the project.
Upon completion of the project, the
class team made a presentation to
Director Hamilton. Hamilton was so
impressed by the presentation and
results of the project, he offered a
summer job to two of the students
on the spot. They accepted and this
started what would become a 42-year
career at Linn County for Dan.

the park ranger at Pinicon Ridge until
a replacement could be found. For the
next several months, Dan was park
ranger in charge of planning.
Once a replacement ranger was hired,
Dan assumed the role of administrative assistant for Director Hamilton.
His duties included oversight of planning and administrative functions
for the Department.
When Director Hamilton retired in
1988, the Conservation Board hired
Dan as the Executive Director of the
Department - the second Executive
Director in its history. Over the next
30 years, Dan would lead the Linn
County Conservation Department.

Dan had many remarkable accomplishments over his years as Director. He
Biechler assumed the role of
helped acquire and develop many park
planning intern. The following spring,
and natural areas during his tenure.
Director Hamilton approached Biechler The county trail system was expanded
and informed him that the park ranger along with planning for many additionat Pinicon Ridge Park had resigned.
al miles. Campgrounds were built and
As this was late spring and the parks
upgraded.
were starting to get busy, Hamilton
Continued on page 8. >>>
informed Biechler that he was now
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LINN COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD EXPECTED TO ASK BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
TO ISSUE FIRST LINN COUNTY WATER AND LAND LEGACY BOND DOLLARS IN 2018

Linn County Conservation
Board and staff members have
spent over a year meeting with
potential project partners and
stakeholders developing plans
to launch projects that leverage
Linn County Water and Land
Legacy Bond dollars. Linn County
residents overwhelmingly passed
a $40 million bond measure
in November 2016 (73.9%
approval) with funds to be used
toward water quality and land
protections, parks and trails
projects. Resolutions passed by
the Linn County Conservation
Board and Linn County Board of
Supervisors targets $22 Million
dollars (55%) to be distributed
over the life of the bond measure
toward water quality and land
protection initiatives; $12
million (30%) toward park
improvements and development,
and $6 million (15%) for trails.
NO bond dollars have been
issued for any project at this
point in time.

The intent of the Conservation
Board has been to leverage bond
dollars for maximum benefit with
other funding opportunities, such
as State and Federal grants. The
Board has been guided by county
park and natural areas master
plans, as well as a strong desire
to protect sensitive and critical
water areas.
Projects that would utilize bond
dollars are openly discussed and
approved at the Conservation
Board meetings, which include
public comment.

projects to be leveraged
by initial bond funds
A summary of these initial bond funded projects include:
WATER QUALITY AND
LAND PROTECTION:

1

Wickiup Hill Wetland Enhancements
Reconstructing the wetland southwest
of the Learning Center by excavating the
existing wetland to enhance functionality, improve water quality, increase
natural floodwater storage and wildlife
habitats.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $250,000
BOND FUNDS: $186,000

2

Chain Lakes Natural Area –
Bradley Acquisition. 51 acres of
floodplain along the Cedar River southeast of Palo. This property has been
purchased, but bond dollars can be used
to backfill Conservation Reserve Fund
dollars that were used to buy the
property.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $240,000
BOND FUNDS: $100,000

3

Pollinator plantings – various
locations. Linn County Conservation
continues to partner with the Monarch
Research Project and local partners to
develop monarch pollinator habitat at
various county-owned properties.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $350,000
BOND FUNDS: $25,000

4

Matsell Bridge Natural Area –
north oxbow restoration. Restore
hydrology in a historic oxbow of the
Wapsipinicon River basin. The project
will also reestablish a 42-acre emergent/
semi emergent wetland oxbow.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $15,000
BOND FUNDS: $3,000

5

Buffalo Creek Natural Area –
wetland construction/restoration.
Restore hydrology in a historic oxbow
2

of a tributary stream to Buffalo Creek
by reestablishing and creating small
wetland basins in floodplain.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $27,000
BOND FUNDS: $7,000

6

Buffalo Creek Natural Area – Toms
land acquisition and wetland development. Acquisition of 15 acres adjacent
to Buffalo Creek Natural Area that will
allow the size of a nearby wetland to
double. Acquisition is in progress, but
bond dollars can be used to backfill
Conservation Reserve Fund dollars
used to purchase property.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $85,000
BOND FUNDS: $10,000

PARK IMPROVEMENTS
AND DEVELOPMENTS:

7

Wickiup’s Wandering Woods – This
children’s outdoor natural playscape
helps support the recreational activities
at the Wickiup Hill Learning Center.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $200,000
BOND FUNDS: $30,000

8

Pinicon Ridge Park – playground
and restroom. Current playground
and restroom would be replaced with
modern, ADA compliant facilities at the
Riverside day use area of the park.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $500,000
BOND FUNDS: $100,000

TRAILS PROJECT:

9

Grant Wood Trail Reconstruction
and surfacing of trail would occur
from Highway 13 east 3.5 miles to Oxley
Road. Initial surfacing would be limestone screenings.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $1,200,000
BOND FUNDS: $775,000

10

Hoover Nature Trail – Hard
surfacing the Hoover Nature
Trail from Ely city limits extends to the
Johnson County line at Seven Sisters
Road. Construction nearly complete.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $1,000,000
BOND FUNDS: $250,000

11

Cedar Valley Nature Trail – East
Blue Creek bridge. Removing and
replacing the East Blue Creek Bridge
north of Center Point on the Cedar
Valley Nature Trail.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $635,000
BOND FUNDS: $100,000

12

Highway 100 Trail – Phase 1
Planning and constructing the
Highway 100 trail from 42nd street
near Xavier High School through the
Rock Island Preserve to the Cedar River.
TOTAL PROJECT ESTIMATE: $1,000,000
BOND FUNDS: $274,000

*Linn County
Water and Land
Legacy ballot
“Shall the County of Linn, State of Iowa, issue its general
obligation bonds in an amount not exceeding forty million
dollars for the purposes of protecting sources of drinking water
and the water quality of rivers and streams, including the
Cedar River and its tributaries; protecting and acquiring land
to provide natural floodwater storage, improve water quality,
protect natural areas and reduce flooding; providing funds to
improve parks; providing biking and walking trails; and
protecting wildlife habitat and natural areas, to be managed
by the Linn County Conservation Board, with full public
disclosure of all expenditures?”

(73.9% approval by Linn County voters November 8, 2016)

These proposed Water and Land Legacy
projects were reviewed by the Linn
County Bond Public Review Board
in October. This Review Board was
created by the Linn County Board of
Supervisors following the bond vote to
confirm that projects using bond dollars
meet the intent of the ballot language*.
The Conservation Board is expected to
ask the Board of Supervisors in 2018 to
issue bonds to help fund these
12 projects.
Several more projects for the future
are being discussed and developed,
including park improvements, streambank improvements, and wetland
development at Morgan Creek Park just
west of Cedar Rapids.
The Conservation Board continues to
consider plans, specifications, and cost
estimates for further Linn County Water
and Land Legacy Bond initiatives. Visit
the Linn County Water and Land Legacy page at www.linncountyparks.com
for future updates. Conservation Board
public meetings are usually held the
4th Monday of every month at 12pm
at the Wickiup Hill Learning Center. To
view meeting agendas, minutes, and to
receive alerts about Board meetings, go
to www.linncounty.org/agendacenter.
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>> Continued from front page.

In Winters Past
Twelve Moons: A year with the Sauk and Meskwaki,
1817-1818. Illustration by Tom Willcockson

Habitat Award

LEFT TO RIGHT: Linn County Board of Supervisor Brent Oleson, IWL
Chapter Representative Rex Bonnes, and Linn County Conservation
Executive Director Dan Biechler

Award scoring criteria includes cover improvements,
which can provide both protective and nesting cover as well
as the diversity of habitat. “Our efforts this past year included
planting over 140 acres of pollinator habitat with our local
partnership with the Monarch Research Project,” said Linn
County Conservation Natural Resources Specialist Dana
Kellogg. In addition, nearly 300 acres of prairie were mowed
or burned. Kellogg says burning “helps rejuvenate prairies
by removing the excess leaf litter and allows more plants
to flower, produce, seed, and grow taller.” 10 acres of open
savanna habitat were created within the county by removing
an abundance of invasive species.
The Linn County Board of Supervisor’s purchase from the
Sutherland Dows Family Trust last fiscal year of nearly 485
acres provides additional land protection along the Squaw
Creek Corridor. 365 of those acres will be an addition to the
regionally significant Squaw Creek Park. The additional land
is along Squaw Creek, part of which will be used as a trail
connection to the Sac and Fox trail.
Along with planting numerous new trees within the county
park system, Linn County Conservation partners with the
Iowa Department of Natural Resources and Alliant Energy for
the Operation Releaf residential tree distribution program.
Linn County Conservation was also recognized for providing
public programs on wildlife habitat improvement techniques,
developing riparian buffer strips or stream bank stabilization
projects to improve water quality and fish habitat, and being
part of a county that administers a roadside vegetation
management program.
While many of these habitat improvement efforts are continuous, new projects for the near future include additional
wetland development and enhancements at Wickiup Hill
Learning Area, Buffalo Creek Natural Area, and the Matsell
Bridge Natural area.

As the nights get shorter and the winter months
approach, we observe flights of ducks, geese and
even songbirds flying south. People are raking their
yards and tuning up their furnaces. To Native Americans living in Iowa before contact with Europeans,
fall meant working to prepare for the colder months
ahead and a move away from the summer village.
Dried garden vegetables, fruits and nuts were packed
along with daily utensils. Villagers then separated
into smaller family groups that left in search of
buffalo for the winter meat supply and winter camps.
These camps would be located in wooded river
valleys that provided protection from winter
winds, plus fresh water and winter fuel.
All the winter supplies were carried to the temporary home where the smaller winter wickiups were
constructed from tree saplings and cattail mats for
shelter. Bags of dried food were hung from the rafters
or placed in cache pits in the ground. Firewood was
collected and stored near the dome-shaped home.
Winter was a time to relax and tell stories. Most
Native American stories are only to be told in the
winter. Stories told year after year were not just
for entertainment, but to learn about animal and
human behavior and were soon memorized by the
next generation of storytellers.
As warmer temperatures arrived in early spring
and sap began to flow, families moved to sugar
maple groves to begin the sugaring season. This
work continued until the end of the season when
tree buds began to open and the families again
packed up and returned to the summer village.
Wickiup Hill Natural Area is named for the winter
wickiups that were once scattered throughout the hills
along the Cedar River. Local residents allowed these winter camps on their lands. Accounts tell us that Meskwaki
families from the Tama area continued to use these camps
through the 1930s. A portion of Wickiup Hill Outdoor
Learning Area contains a traditional sugar camp.
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Winter provides a unique perspective and highlights the changing
beauty to the outdoors. These colder months of the year allow for
hiking, snowshoeing, wildlife watching, photography, and much more.

CROSS-COUNTRY
SKIING

Explore outside
this winter with
family and friends.

Linn County Conservation
trails that are available for
cross-country skiing include:
Matsell Bridge
Natural Area 5 miles
Morgan Creek Park 3.8 miles
Squaw Creek Park 3.5 miles
Wickiup Hill Outdoor
Learning Area 3.3 miles

Pinicon Ridge Park 2.5 miles
For the grooming of trails,
4” of snow is required for our
equipment. Tracks are first
“rolled” and then “groomed”.
Hikers, horses, and dogs are
encouraged to stay off the
intended Nordic ski track.

ICE FISHING

There are plenty of ice fishing
opportunities along the
Wapsipinicon and Cedar rivers.

SLEDDING

The area next to Red Cedar
Lodge at Squaw Creek Park
and a hill by Woodpecker
Lodge at Pinicon Ridge Park
have been popular for
sledding during the
winter months.

Linn County Parks
stay open during
the winter!
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WINTER SAFETY TIPS

Dress in layers for the weather
Wear bright colors
Keep hydrated
Only walk to fish on ice more
than 4” thick

IF YOU DO NOT
CURRENTLY
RECEIVE THE
OAK HICKORY
IN THE MAIL...
——————

Contact us at
conservation@linncounty.org,
or call us at (319) 892-6450, and
provide us with your name and address
and you will be added to our mailing list.
You can also send us an email and sign
up for our Linn County Conservation
Enewsletter for periodic updates
throughout the year.

Buffalo Creek
Dam removed,
with rock arch rapids
installation underway

Linn County Conservation continues its efforts to improve
water quality associated with the low-head Buffalo Creek
Dam near Coggon. Following public meetings and months
of planning, Peterson Contractors was awarded the partial
dam removal and rock arch rapids construction contract.
Portions of the dam were removed in 2-3 feet segments
starting in March of 2016. This ensured that sediment would
be released in smaller amounts, not to negatively affect the
ecology downstream. The third and final stage removes the
last two feet of the dam and includes installing the rock arch
rapids this month. This dam modification project eliminates
concern of safety from the 1960’s-era dam; restores stream
ecology, especially for fish passage and habitat; and adds
recreational opportunities for paddlers and anglers.

Log cabin finds
new home at
Center Point
Historic Train Depot
and Museum
– B Y S H A R O N H A N N E N , SE C R E TARY
C E N TE R P O I N T H IST O R IC AL SO C IE T Y –

When the Center Point Historical Society needed to replace rotting
bottom logs on the Strait Log Cabin, which was moved to town in the
mid-1970s, members decided to think outside the 16 by 16 foot box.
The shady nook just outside the city’s Wakema Park had been the site
of popular “Cabin Festivals” in the past, but now most people hadn’t
even realized the little 1850’s cabin was there. Activities have dwindled to only the beloved Kindergarten spring field trip.
The cabin had to be elevated for repair work, so why not move it
to where it would be more noticed and events could be easier to
host? The Center Point Historical Depot Museum site along the Cedar
Valley Nature Trail was a no brainer. The Museum and site is owned
by Linn County Conservation. Thanks to Conservation Board and Staff,
on-going support has been no problem. Conservation figured out the
legal stuff, provided detailed planning on where specifically the cabin
should be placed, cut brush and trees, and brought in fill dirt. The
6

Corridor MPO

Construction this season included hard
surfacing the trail one mile South of Ely
to the Johnson County line.

Making Trails Happen

– B R A NDON W HY T E , MULT IMODA L
T R A N SP O RTAT ION PL A NNE R, CORRIDOR
M ET R O PL A NNING ORGA NIZ AT ION –

Funding 80 percent of the cost of a
project, the MPO has invested in the
vast majority of trail projects across
the metropolitan area. The Corridor
MPO applies your federal gas tax
dollars, 18.4 cents per gallon, toward
large-scale transportation projects,
including trails. For a perspective:
in the last five years the MPO has
awarded $4,000,000 per year on
average to trails for use by the eight
communities it represents, whereas
the state typically awards $3,500,000
for application statewide.
The Corridor MPO supports Cedar
Rapids, Marion, Linn County, and
many other smaller communities in
our metropolitan area with trail construction. Some of the bigger trails
the MPO has helped fund include

portions of the Cedar Valley Nature
Trail (CVNT), the CeMar Trail, and
the new extension of trail in Ely.
Going forward, you can expect
the MPO’s support with the future
construction of Linn County’s Highway 100 trail over the Cedar River,
the extension of the Lindale trail to
the CVNT, the Indian Creek Trail in
Marion, the Edgewood Trail from
O Ave to Blairs Ferry, the Cherokee
Trail from Morgan Creek Park to the
Cedar River, the extension of the
Grant Wood Trail, all trail components of the new Tower Terrace Road,
and the remaining portions of CeMar
in Marion and Cedar Rapids. The MPO
has funded $32,000,000 for trails
amounting to approximately 31 miles
of new trail in the next five years.

cabin was set in place by Hazelton contractor/mover Eric Zieser this
past August.
A new shake roof and reclaimed brick chimney are next on the cabin
agenda. A working wood stove is on the wish list for events like caroling
and cocoa, or apple butter making. Maybe “Stone Soup” and “Little
House in the Big Woods” events with the library could be possibilities.
Now with the Museum next door, annual cabin festivals are again a
gleam in Historical Society members’ eyes.
Members are already having fun brainstorming a cabin warming
party for next spring. On the top of the invite list will be the Linn
County Historic Preservation Commission and the Linn County Board
of Supervisors, who awarded the cabin project a $7,000 grant; the
Center Point City Council and staff who chipped in $5,000; and, of
course, Linn County Conservation, who helped make a brand new
home for the little old cabin.
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The Corridor
Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO)
is a key partner in
local trail construction.
Funds are obtained by the various
jurisdictions through a grant process
administered by the local MPO.
We are proud to have wonderful
partners such as Linn County Conservation to ensure trails are built
properly and promptly. The latest
extension of the American Discovery
Trail from Ely to the Linn and Johnson
County line, a Linn County Conservation project, was funded with eighty
percent MPO money and designed
and completed by Linn County
Conservation one year ahead of
schedule, and about $250,000
under budget. With ample trail
funding, quality design, and prompt
construction, it is our goal to make
Linn County not only a trail destination of Iowa, but of the nation.

A CONNECTION
FOR THE FUTURE

Biechler Bridge

A trail over the Cedar River in northeast Cedar Rapids has
been envisioned for several years, and now with the latest
extension of Highway 100, conversations are getting louder
to create a new trail bridge on the site of the old Milwaukee
Road Railroad Bridge. Linn County Board of Supervisors
Chair Brent Oleson not only publicly announced a bridge
idea during his 2017 State of the County address, but also
that this bridge would be named in honor of longtime Linn
County Conservation Executive Director Dan Biechler.

Biechler Retires
>> Continued from front page.

River accesses were developed. River and stream corridors were protected. Dan’s leadership was undeniably
instrumental in putting the Conservation Department on
a path to successfully serve the Linn County community
for years into the future.
Dan was also able to build a strong partnership with
the Conservation Board, the Linn County Board of
Supervisors and the community. He always considered
how any particular project would benefit the people
of Linn County.

The Conservation Board followed this by passing a resolution
that officially names this future trail bridge, Biechler Bridge.
Biechler has been with Linn County Conservation since
1975, and recently announced his retirement effective early
January 2018. This bridge has a multi-level concept providing
access for pedestrians and bicyclists.

Dan’s last day official day as an employee of the Linn
County Conservation Board will be on Friday, January 12,
2018. I am very sure that January 12 will not be his last
day supporting the Conservation Board’s mission. I am
also confident he will continue to find ways to contribute
his passion and expertise to benefit Linn County Conservation. In fact, he has already been elected to serve on
the Board of Directors of the Friends of the Linn County
Conservation Board following his retirement.

“Biechler Bridge is a nod to the old train bridge that
spanned this space,” said Oleson. “A double decker bridge
of solid stature representing the architecture of generations
past. A nod to our covered bridge history. A façade of ghost
train-car representations, of railroad lanterns, lighting the
way at night, a statement that we respect our history and
are reclaiming it. Reclaiming the piers that now sit there
rising from the Cedar waiting to support our new vision
for the next generation.”

I have had the honor to work for and with Dan for my
entire career. I cannot adequately express the respect
and admiration I have for Dan. One of the things I find
especially compelling about Dan’s character is his desire
to share credit for accomplishments. Whenever someone
would credit him with a particular success, he would
always pass that credit on to the employees, as well as
the support he received from the Conservation Board
and the Board of Supervisors.

Biechler Bridge would connect to a new trail that would run
from 42nd Street near Xavier High School in Cedar Rapids,
through the Rock Island Preserve, across the Cedar River.
The plan is to continue a trail to Morgan Creek Park and
connect to the City of Cedar Rapids Cherokee Trail along
with an extension into Fairfax. Design and engineering for
Phase 1-trail construction (from 42nd street to the Cedar
River) will take place in the near future. Working together
with our partners, the Linn County Conservation Board
will continue to enrich our areas with these future trail
developments for the region.

On behalf of the Linn County Conservation Board and
employees, I want to wish Dan the best in his retirement.
He has made Linn County a better place to live, work and
visit. Dan worked very hard on your behalf and always
kept your interests in mind. I hope you join me in saying,
“Thank you, Dan for your many years of service!”
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Learning

WINTER PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Classes and Events are at Wickiup Hill Learning Center unless stated otherwise
10260 Morris Hills Road, Toddville, IA 52341-9604

4th Annual Fishing Academy

DECEMBER

Saturday, January 13, 9am-4:30pm

Kayaking Sessions continue
at Bender Pool

We will again host a great opportunity to pick up some new ideas
and techniques from the leading edge of the fishing world. We will
have a number of experts here to help you catch more quality fish.
See page 12 for additional information on presenters. Cost is $20
per person including lunch and chances at door prizes.

Sunday, December 17, 4:30-6:30pm

See article on page 11 for more information and additional dates
on January 14, 28, 28, February 11 and 25, as well as our kayak
basics class on March 25.

Science for Squirts – Snow What Fun!

Thursday, January 18,
10-11am

Winter Solstice Celebration
Thursday, December 21, 7:00pm

Children enjoy a story and
activities based on the
monthly theme. Ages 3-6, but
younger and older siblings are
welcome. Cost $2/child. Please
call 892-6485 at least 2 days
prior to program to register.

Come celebrate the shortest day of the year with a short outdoor
walk, a few stories and some astronomy. We will follow up with a
bonfire and some hot chocolate. Cost is $2.50/adult, $1/child16
and under or $5/family.

Kids Ice Fishing
Clinic

Saturday, December 30,
9-11:30am
at Pinicon Ridge Park

Bombs Away!

Saturday, January 20, 10am-Noon
Attract gorgeous butterflies to your garden and help create a sustainable habitat for all pollinators with seed bombs. Join naturalist
Jenny with Gabe and Michael from Martin Gardner Architecture to
create seed bombs! Making seed bombs are cheaper than buying
transplants, natural and organic, easy to make and pocket sized.
Local native prairie wildflower seeds and
grasses in the mix. What a great way to start
a small piece of pollinator’s heaven. Get
ready to squish your hands in the mud, so
please wear clothes you do not mind getting
dirty. Family fun for everyone! You’ll take
some home, and the rest will be distributed
all over Linn County. Call 892-6485 at least
2 days prior to program to register.
Donations welcome.

Bring the kids to the backwater
area of Pinicon Ridge Park to
learn the fine points of ice fishing.
Participants will practice jigging
with an ice fishing rod, learn
how a depth finder works, and
attempt to view fish from an ice
shack. The North Linn Fish and
Game Club co-sponsors this clinic.
Program is free.

JANUARY
Fishing Academy –
Learn to Fish, The Basics ~ Fishing 101

Snowshoe Geocaching
Saturday, January 27, 12-4pm

Thursday, January 11, 5:30-8:30pm

A fun way for families to get outside between the holidays.
We will learn about GPS technology and geocaching, and then
bundle up to head out to the trails to find hidden treasures on
snowshoes! Your hidden treasures will be the clues for the ingredients for a delicious treat to warm you up afterwards. This event
will be held if there is not enough snow, and will be a geocaching
hike. For all ages and experience levels. Snowshoes provided for
the class. Snow boots needed to wear snowshoes. Please call
892-6485 at least 2 days prior to program to register. Cost is
$2.50/adult, $1/child 16 and under or $5/family.

If you are new to fishing or rusty from time away from the fishing
scene, then we would like to invite you to join us for an educational brush up that will prepare you for success on the water. Join
Chuck Ungs and Capt. Dave Nichols from Hawkeye Angling Adventures, as we guide you through how to set yourself up for success.
This event is co-sponsored with Palo Outdoors. No charge. Door
prizes will be awarded to participants. Pre-register by Jan. 10 by
calling 319-892-6485 to talk to Chuck.

september

Toddler Toadstools
Playgroup

Friday, January 12, 10-11am
Need to get your little one out of the
house and into nature? Come out to
Wickiup Hill and experience our one of
a kind nature center! This is an informal
playgroup for children ages 1-6. Naturalist Sarah will bring around some critters for the children to meet
while they play in the Center. Cost: Free
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Once in a Blue Super Moon Eclipse
Hike and Breakfast

Science for Squirts –
I Love Nature!

The morning of January 31 will present early risers with a unique
experience. On this date will be the second full moon of the month
– the blue moon. The moon will appear as a super moon – being
the closest in its rotation to earth and there is a lunar eclipse. It’s
an astronomical trifecta! (We will see the beginning of the eclipse,
but probably not the full event as the moon disappears below the
horizon before that time). We will hike or snowshoe to a viewable
spot to watch the western sky at Wickiup Hill. Following the viewing time, we will return to the center and warm up with some
hot chocolate or coffee and a light breakfast. Call 319-892-6485
to registration. Registration deadline is January 29. Depending on
the temperature, we may opt to view this from inside the center.
Cost is $2.50/adult, $1/child16 and under or $5/family.

Children enjoy a story and activities based
on the monthly theme. Ages 3-6, but
younger and older siblings are welcome.
Cost $2/child. Please call 892-6485 at least
2 days prior to program to register.

Wednesday, January 31, 6:00am

Wednesday, February 14, 10-11am

Toddler Toadstools Playgroup
Friday, February 16, 10-11am

Need to get your little one out of the house and into nature?
Come out to Wickiup Hill and experience our one of a kind nature
center! This is an informal playgroup for children ages 1-6.
Naturalist Sarah will bring around some critters for the children
to meet while they play in the Center. Cost: Free.

MARCH
Conservation Overview Class

Thursdays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 6:00-9:00 pm

FEBRUARY
Iowa Great Lakes Archaeology
Tuesday, February 6, 7:00pm

Iowa State Archaeologist John Doershuk will present his recent
research from the Iowa Lakeside Laboratory archaeological field
schools in recent summers that have focused on investigating two
Prairie Lakes Woodland sites in Dickinson County, Iowa,. These sites
are located at the Kettleson-Hogsback Wildlife Area and at MinWakan State Park. Both sites have excellent faunal preservation
and both have yielded excellent examples of typical Prairie Lakes
Woodland Fox Lake and Lake Benton wares. These sites, with the
Arthur site, represent the only three Prairie Lakes Woodland contexts formally investigated in Iowa. The context and findings from
the Arthur site will be compared with the fieldwork and current
results for from the last few summers of work. Cost is $2.50/adult,
$1/child16 and under or $5/family.

Fishing Rod Building Course Series
Thursdays, February 8, 15 & 22, 6:30-9:30pm

Learn how to make your own fishing rod during this course. See the
article on page 12 for more information. Cost depends on the model and options selected. Call Chuck at (319) 892-6485 for details.

What Do Artifacts Really Tell
Archeologists

Saturday, February 10, 11am at African American
Museum
Have you ever wondered how those old pieces of pottery, bone or
rock “speak” to scientists. Discover how archeologists use items left
behind by previous people to create an understanding of the past.
Explore and investigate artifacts from two types of shelters, one
current “life-like-situation and a real historic archaeological site.
To register for this program, please email Krystal at kgladden@
blackiowa.org. Suggested age is for upper elementary to adult.
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The Linn County Conservation Department is again offering an
eight-week class designed for individuals who would like to expand their knowledge in various conservation fields. If you would
like to know how to improve your woodlot, prairie or just have an
intense interest in Iowa’s outdoors, then this class is for you. The
sessions will be held Thursday evenings in March and April 5, 12,
19, with field trip on Saturday, April 28.
Each three-hour session will begin at 6 p.m. at Wickiup Hill
Learning Center. Topics for the classes will include Eastern Iowa
Geology and soils, state preserves and endangered species, wildlife ecology, sustainable agriculture, urban water conservation,
riparian restoration and Iowa forestry. Professionals from the
Iowa DNR, local college professors and other conservationists
will lead classes. Cost: $75.
Teachers - Recertification credits are available for an additional
fee of $50 and registration through Grant Wood AEA. Please email
or call Gail at gail.barels@linncounty.org or call 892- 6485 for
more information or for the registration form. Registration forms
for teachers will also be available online from Grant Wood AEA.

Hunter Education Class Series

Tuesday, March 13, & Wednesday, March 14
& Thursday, March 15, 6:30-10pm
Are you a youngster who’s interested in hunting? Are you an
adult interested in heading west for a hunting trip? If you answer
“yes,” then you may be interested in attending these classes.
If you want to obtain an Iowa hunting license and were born
after January 1, 1972, it’s mandatory that you complete hunter
education training. The class is free; the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources provides all course materials. Attendance
at all 3 classes and passing the exam are necessary to receive
certification. Participants must be 12 years old to use their
certificates. To register, go to the Hunter Education section
on-line at https://register-ed.com/programs/iowa. Under the
Iowa Hunter Education Classroom Course and select View
Upcoming Events, then follow directions.

Break out of hibernation!
Look at the programs
offered during spring break.

eARTh

Monday, March 12, 10-11am
Earth Art! A Wickiup naturalist will lead a
short hike to collect a few natural materials.
We will help guide young artists to create a
piece of natural art. Suggested for ages 5 and
up. Cost: $5/child. Please call 892-6485 at
least 2 days prior to program to register.

Science for Squirts:
All Ages Family Edition

Wednesday, March 14, 10-11am
A special spring break edition to bring the whole family to. We will
start inside with a short activity, and then head out to our new
playscape for some more fun. Dress for the weather! Cost $2/child
(for the 3-5 year olds). Please call 892-6485 at least 2 days prior to
program to register.

Bombs Away!

Friday, March 16, 1:30pm
We have a great way for you to ooze your way through spring break!
Join naturalist Jenny with Gabe and Michael from Martin Gardner
Architecture to create seed balls! Squash mud together along with
local, native prairie wildflower and grass seed mix to create these
small but mighty pollinator balls. It is time to get down and dirty to
help the bees, so wear old clothes! You get to take some home, and
we will distribute the rest all over Linn County. Suggested for ages 6
and up. Cost: $5/child. Please call 892-6485 at least 2 days prior to
program to register.

Science for Squirts – Playscape Adventures
Wednesday, March 21, 10-11am

Kayak / Canoe
Practice – pool time!

Children enjoy a story and activities based on the monthly theme.
Ages 3-6, but younger and older siblings are welcome. Cost $2/child.
Please call 892-6485 at least 2 days prior to program to register.

Toddler Toadstools Playgroup

——————

Thursday, March 29, 10-11am

Need to get your little one out of the house and into nature? Come
out to Wickiup Hill and experience our one of a kind nature center!
This is an informal play group for children ages 1-6. Naturalist Sarah
will bring some critters for the children to meet while they play in
the Center. Cost: Free

APRIL
Tri-state Rodbuilders
Sat. April 7, 9am – 4 pm

The Tri-State gathering of Rod Builders will return to Wickiup Hil. As
we have for many years now, we will have numerous speakers who
will help you to further enjoy this hobby. Possible topics are still
being arranged but may include rod décor, using the rod builders’
tools, and topics on how to increase your rods performance and
beauty. For further details or to send an RSVP, please contact Chuck
at Chuck.Ungs@LinnCounty.org in order to plan ahead for food.
Workshop is free – goodwill donations accepted for lunch. Watch for
additional details as we firm up the programs at the workshop.

7th Annual Wickiup Hill Nature Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 14, 10-11am

Challenge your youngsters to find 12 different colored eggs and then
turn them in for prizes! Be ready to look high and low for eggs hidden in the tall grass prairie, the woodland, and along the savannah
hiking trail. Aimed for ages 3 and up. You MUST preregister by April
10 at linncountyparks.com or by calling 892-6485. Cost: $3/child.
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As a place to practice for the open water
season, a pool is a good substitute to the harsh
conditions involved with boating in the winter.
It also works well to refine skills under a controlled environment rather than out on a river
itself. This winter, Cedar Rapids Parks and Recreation and Linn County Conservation are teaming
up to invite you and to promote kayaking with
pool time at Bender Pool in Cedar Rapids, located at 940 14th Ave SE. Drop in pool sessions for
kayakers are being offered from 4:30-6:30 pm
on Dec. 17, Jan. 14 and 28, Feb. 11 and 25. The
fee is $10 per person per time. Minimum age is
10 years and everyone will be required to be in
swimwear and a lifejacket. A helmet is required
for those practicing rolls. Youth must be supervised by an adult.
In case of inclement weather, the City of
Cedar Rapids weather/events line is (319) 2865700 – listen for the prompt on Bender Pool.
We will have more one on one instruction
available that day for those who wish to learn
kayaking basics.

More Classes

Fishing Rod Building Class
Build a fishing rod to
your specifications!
A series of fishing rod
building classes will
be held on February 8,
15 and 22 from 6:309:30 p.m. at Wickiup
Hill Outdoor Learning
Center. Custom rod
builder Chuck Ungs,
will lead participants
through the process of building a St. Croix or
Rainshadow spinning rod. When finished with
this series of classes, you will have the knowledge to move on to other rod-building projects.
You also get to keep the rod you build! For
additional information or to register, please call
Chuck at (319) 892-6485. Participants must
pre-register by January 16. Class size is limited.
Class cost depends on the model of fishing rod
blank and options selected.

2018 LINN CO CONSERVATION &
HAWKEYE ANGLING ADVENTURES

4th ANNUAL WINTER
FISHING ACADEMY
Wickiup Hill Outdoor Learning Center
10260 Morris Hills Road, Toddville, IA
call 319-892-6485 to register.

BEGINNERS:

Thursday, January 11, 2018, 5:30-8:30pm
ADVANCED:

Saturday, January 13, 2018, 8:30am- 4:30pm
$20.00 per person includes Lunch, payable at the door
Limited Space! Door prizes!

THURSDAY: LEARN TO FISH, THE BASICS
by PALO OUTDOORS

Cedar Amateur
Astronomers Public
Events
The CAA hosts at least 12 Saturday Public
Observing events featuring a guest speaker
followed by, weather permitting, a celestial
viewing through telescopes at the Eastern Iowa
Observatory and Learning Center. The EIOLC is
located on the grounds of Palisades-Dows Preserve, between Mount Vernon and Ely, Iowa.
During viewing hours, society members will
be available to answer questions and provide
everyone with an opportunity to look through
the Society’s telescopes and those of our
members. Please visit the club’s website
www.cedar-astronomers.org

Chuck Ungs-Linn Co Conservation Naturalist
& Dave Nichols-Hawkeye Angling Adventures

This is beginning fishing or “Fishing 101”. Learn about rods,
reels, line, knots, lures, fish and basic fishing techniques. Entry in this
class is free but signup is needed as class size is limited.

SATURDAY: ADVANCED ANGLING TECHNIQUES
8:30-9:00

REGISTRATION
$20 per person-includes lunch and drawings
9:00-10:45
KAYAK FISHING —THE BASICS
	CrawDaddy Outdoors Darrin Siefken & Jackson
Kayaks Pro-Staff Tanner Speidel
10:45-11:00 BREAK
11:00-12:00 KAYAK FISHING — BEYOND THE BASICS
	CrawDaddy Outdoors Darrin Siefken & Jackson
Kayaks Pro-Staff Tanner Speidel
12:00-1:00
LUNCH
	UPDATES ON STOCKING PROGRAMS AND
LAKE RESTORATION-Iowa DNR Fisheries
Biologist Paul Sleeper
1:00-2:00
CRAPPIE, Lake Rathbun and Red Rock
Bill Wagner-Crappie Hunter Guide Service
2:00-3:00
WALLEYE, Mississippi River Walleyes
Steve Kopp-Dubuque Fishing Guide Service
3:00-3:15

BREAK

3:15-4:15

BASS, To be announced
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2018 Beginner Beekeeping
Classes at Wickiup Hill
Monday Nights: From 7-9pm January 22,
February 5, February 19, March 5, March 19,
April 2, Extraction TBD, August 27.
Friday Nights: From 6-9pm January 19,
February 2, February 16, March 2, Extraction
TBD, August 31.

Other classes also offered in 2018
Beyond the Basics-Advanced Beekeeping:
March 3-4
Queen Rearing: June 23-24

For more information or to register for class,
email honeybeeclasses@gmail.com.
Also, visit www.BeeapartBeetogether.com

Become a Beekeeper
with Bee a Part Bee Together

We offer the most complete set of beekeeping classes in Eastern Iowa.
The beginner beekeeping series will take newcomers through their
first year and well into their second season. All classes use methods
and techniques that have been tried and proven throughout the years
by local beekeepers. Your instructors, Shane Bixby and Erin Miller are
both Certified Master Beekeepers by UMT, and are active members
in the local beekeeping clubs, Iowa Honey Producers Association, and
the American Beekeeping Federation, and strive to keep updated on
advancements in the beekeeping industry. Start your beekeeping
journey with one of their proven classes.
To keep up with demand, two series of beginner classes are now being
offered. Choose Monday or Friday nights.
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— B Y S A R A H W E N D T, N ATU R A LIS T —

Wickiup’s Wandering Woods

our new nature playscape!
——————

We were beyond excited to see children and adults PLAY in
this new area near the Wickiup Hill Learning Center following a busy playscape construction season! The playscape
is in a natural setting – nestled between the woods and
the wetland – away from streets, cars, and parking areas.
Children in natural settings are more relaxed, focused,
creative, and nurturing. The playscape provides more openended play opportunities than a traditional playground.
Wickiup’s Wandering Woods gives children the stimulation,
adventure, and wonder of the outdoors needed to develop
a healthy, holistic relationship with nature and themselves.
This leads to a love of nature, starting them down the path
to becoming future stewards of the natural world.
A few elements will be added through the winter and early
next spring; including a new deck, zip line, and more one-ofa-kind willow hideouts. Keep on the lookout for more features
and information about our playscape coming this spring.
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BOARD & STAFF
Conservation Board
Hillary Hughes, President
Steve Emerson, Vice President
Cindy Burke, Secretary
George Kanz, Member
John Hanson, Member
Linn Co Board of Supervisors
Jim Houser, District 1
Stacey Walker, District 2
Ben Rogers, District 3
Brent Oleson, District 4
John Harris, District 5
Conservation Staff
Dan Biechler, Director
Dennis Goemaat, Deputy Director
Randy Burke, Planner
Ryan Schlader, Community Outreach
John Layton, Senior Account Clerk
Mandy Bieber, Clerical Specialist
Deanna Donovan, Senior Clerk Typist

The Iowa State Legislature passed the County Conservation Law in
1955. That law, Chapter 350 of the Code of Iowa, gave counties
the ability to create a county conservation board. The program
is intended to acquire, develop, maintain, and make available
museums, parks, preserves, recreational centers, forests, wildlife
and other conservation areas, in order to promote the health
and general welfare of the people, encourage the conservation
of natural resources, to cultivate good citizenship by providing
programs of public recreation and for participation in watershed,
drainage, and floor control programs for the purpose of increasing
the recreational resources in the county.
T he Linn County Conservation Board was established by popular
vote in 1958. The role of the Conservation Board is to provide
general oversight and make policy decisions to direct the conservation program. The 5-member Conservation Board are appointed
to 5 year staggered terms by the Linn County Board of Supervisors.

Conservation Education – Wickiup Hill
Jenny Corbett, Lead Naturalist
Gail Barels, Naturalist
Chuck Ungs, Naturalist
Sarah Wendt, Naturalist
Services
John Scott, Operations Manager
Tom Oberbreckling, Construction Coordinator
David Kephart, Carpenter
Chuck Bogard, Equipment Operator
Mike Shoop, Equipment Operator
Bill Perrin, Operations Technician
Tom Blythe, Mechanic
North Cedar District
Shaun Reilly, Resource Manager
Josh Fossum, Assistant Ranger
Gary Novotny, Resource Technician
Dawn Zimpfer, Resource Technician
Jared Van Hamme, Resource Technician
South Cedar District
Jason Baumann, Resource Manager
Joe Reu, Assistant Ranger
Chris Burian, Resource Technician
Landon Barnes, Resource Technician*
Wapsipinicon District
Aaron Batchelder, Resource Manager
Steve Deaver, Assistant Ranger
Josh Volz, Resource Technician
Nathan Allen, Resource Technician
Noah Krob, Resource Technician
Natural Resources
Dana Kellogg, Natural Resources Specialist
Doug Kuehl, Resource Technician
Tony Nemmers, Resource Technician

The Linn County Conservation Board typically meets the
fourth Monday of each month at 12pm Wickiup Hill Learning Center at 10260 Morris Hills Road, Toddville, 52341.
Meetings are open to the public. Agendas and minutes
are available at www.linncounty.org/agendacenter

*position shared with Natural Resources

Conservation Board Vision & Mission: To improve community through people, parks, trails & open space. To achieve this, we protect natural resources; promote health
and wellness; strengthen safety and security; support economic development; increase environmental awareness; provide outdoor recreational experiences; foster
human development; strengthen community image & sense of place. -- The Linn County Conservation Board intends to comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act
and all other local, state and federal laws pertaining to equal treatment. If anyone believes he or she has been subjected to discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age or disability, they may file a complaint alleging discrimination with either the Linn County Conservation Board or the office for Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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