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Returning parks to
original habitat
——————
AARON BATCHELDER,
WAPSIPINICON DISTRICT RESOURCE
MANAGE R/PINICON RIDGE PARK RANGER

In the last couple of decades, there has
been an all-too familiar buzzword among
Natural Resource professionals – “Invasives”.
An invasive plant has the ability to thrive
and spread aggressively outside its native
range and negatively impact the local
ecology. These undesirable species are so
thick in areas that most wildlife and birds
cannot inhabit the areas, or they literally
choke out and kill the native desirable
species that benefit the wildlife and insects.
One of the goals for Linn County Conservation is to return our parks and natural areas
to their original, pre-settlement condition
of the landscape.

Goemaat named
Executive Director for
Linn County Conservation
The person responsible for creating Linn County Conservation’s
Oak Hickory newsletter, Dennis Goemaat, gets a reprieve from
penning an article, as we get the opportunity to learn more about
the new Executive Director for Linn County Conservation.
~RYAN SCHLADER, LINN COUNTY CONSERVATION COMMUNITY OUTREACH

>> Learn more on page 4.
——————

The parents of Dennis Goemaat
exposed their family to the outdoors at an early age. Goemaat
would enjoy the local parks, spend
free time fishing and hunting, take
vacations to see national outdoor
treasures, and witness the creation
of Red Rock Reservoir near his
hometown of Pella. It’s not surprising that Goemaat would major in
Wildlife Biology at Iowa State after
appreciating a love for nature and
the outdoors during his childhood.
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After college, he learned of an
opening at Linn County Conservation as an assistant park ranger.
“When I was offered the job, I
thought I would do it for a year
or two as I really wanted to be a
wildlife biologist,” said Goemaat.
“I got into the parks, and found out

I loved that environment, getting
to meet the people, seeing the
campers come in every weekend…
and I ended up being here 37 years.”
In January, Dennis was selected
by the Linn County Conservation
Board to become the third Executive Director in the history of Linn
County Conservation following the
retirement of Dan Biechler. In making the announcement, Linn County
Conservation Board President
Hillary Hughes said Goemaat “…is
truly passionate for conservation,
but also for Linn County. His experience as Deputy Director should
provide a smooth transition for the
many projects and initiatives that
are underway.”

>> Learn more on page 4.

Better
Access

to Wapsipinicon
and Cedar Rivers
New improvements to the North Cedar Natural Area near Center
Point will make it easier to access the Cedar River. The flood of 2008
significantly damaged the existing boat ramp, but a grant from the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources Water Recreation Access Program
helped reconstruct the area. The project was delayed due to high water
along the Cedar River in recent years, but the low levels last summer
allowed for completion this past fall. Improvements include large riprap
along the riverbank to stabilize and protect the riverbank from erosion;
a new concrete ramp; and a reconstructed parking area.

����
North Cedar Boat Ramp,
prior to reconstruction

A new dock will be available to boaters using the Pinicon Ridge Park
boat ramp. The new dock will be placed along the boat ramp when
weather and water levels are appropriate. Funding for the dock was
made possible in part from a gift in memory of Jim McCracken, an
avid angler along the Wapsipinicon River. Additional funding included
proceeds from scrap metal picked out of the river during the 2015
Project A.W.A.R.E clean-up activity along the Wapsi.
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TRAIL UPDATES:
The Grant Wood Trail will undergo major improvements starting late summer. The project
consists of enhancing the trail surface and adjacent drainage ditches throughout this 3.25
mile segment. The stretch from Hwy 13 to Waldo’s Rock Park will be paved with concrete
and will provide a connection to the park. The remaining segment easterly to Oxley Road
will have a limestone granular surface and a wider turf shoulder along the north side. The
elevation of the trail will be adjusted to allow for side ditches to promote adequate drainage flow. After construction, some open areas near the trail will be planted with prairie
and new, healthy trees.
Construction is expected to begin this fall on the 150-foot replacement bridge over East
Blue Creek along the Cedar Valley Nature Trail north of Center Point. The design is similar
to the new bridge over West Blue Creek, which was completed last year.
When we have updates to the project, we’ll post them at www.linncountyparks.com

‹‹‹ Y
 ou may see this sign at several of
our Linn County Conservation areas.
Linn County Conservation follows the State Park regulation Animals on
Leash (461A.45) to protect all park users and pets, and native animals
and habitat.

Why the rule?
• U
 nleashed dogs may intimidate other park users making them feel
less safe. They cause stress to native, wild animals, or other dogs
they meet. You love your dog, but other park users may not.
• A leash protects your pet. A dog on a leash is unable to fight or chase other animals.
• Leashes contain dogs from wandering off trail into the surrounding wilderness. It keeps
your pet safe from hazards such as poison ivy, wild parsnip, harsh terrain and wild animals.
• It is the law. Failure to leash your dog may result in a ticket and fine. Continued abuse of
the rule could result in pets being banned from areas.
Owners are responsible for picking up after their pet. We want all visitors to our parks to
enjoy their experiences.

North Cedar Boat
ramp following
construction

Linn County Conservation does offer Dog Exercise or Off Leash park areas:
Squaw Creek Park: Located just west of Red Cedar Lodge
Pinicon Ridge Park:	Island across from the Water Concession area
across Valley Farm Road near Flying Squirrel
C-Loop campground
Buffalo Creek Park: Trail north of the Walnut Grove campground

3

>> Continued from front page.

Goemaat
A completed project at the entrance of Flying
Squirrel campground, where the prairie is now
growing – we hope to burn the prairie this spring

Original Habitat
>> Continued from front page.

GOEMAAT WITH LEAD NATURALIST JENNY
CORBETT AT WICKIUP HILL

Goemaat created the first conservation
education program in the 1980’s, serving as the department’s first Naturalist.
Wanting to have a larger impact on the
Department and to further promote the
value of the overall conservation program, he pursued and was selected to
the Deputy Director position in 1992.
Goemaat says the department will
keep finding new ways to engage the
public, explore potential opportunities
within the county parks for people to
enjoy, and continue protection of our
natural areas for the future. “Somebody once said, ‘change is the only
certainty,’ but as far as the program,
our responsibilities and obligation to
the communities we serve will stay the
same. How we address these things
will likely change over time.”
He says it is a privilege to be surrounded by the conservation board and the
department’s employees whom are
committed to make a difference for
the people they serve, adding that
citizens should be very proud of the
people that work for the Department.
“They are passionate, they enjoy what
they do, they believe in conservation,
and they want people to have great
experiences outdoors in the areas
they help manage.”

We use several methods to attempt to eliminate or reduce invasive
woody species including mowing, prescribed fire, pesticide application
and physical removal of the whole plant. These methods vary depending on the time of year. We have several Linn County parks and natural
areas where we have intensive conversion projects underway. Heavy
equipment, such as an excavator along with a skid-steer with a mulcher
attachment, are used. Staff equipped with chainsaws are also part of the
removal process. Autumn olive, bush honeysuckle, oriental bittersweet,
and multiflora rose are the most common invasives that we are removing.
These areas will appear dramatically different after the clearing, which
also includes removal of some lower quality trees. This allows for space
and sun for native plants to grow. Following removal of the undesirables,
the area is planted back to native prairie that historically grew in the
location.
Completed projects of invasive removal/prairie restoration include
Pinicon Ridge Park, Matsell Bridge Natural Area, and Squaw Creek Park.
Some of the work is in conjunction with the 1,000 Acre Initiative —
converting areas in Linn County to pollinator habitat in partnership with
the Monarch Research Project. These areas may take several years for
the prairie to become established and are typically mowed high the
first couple of years. We are already seeing a return of more pollinating
insects like honey bees and monarch butterflies using these re-established prairies, but we are also seeing grass dependent species making
a return like pheasant and quail.
Many of these areas have walking and biking trails near them,
and we encourage you to stop out and visit these areas.

A before and after—woody vegetation removed by a skid steer mulcher at
Pinicon Ridge Park.
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BY DANA KELLOGG,
LINN COUNTY CONSERVATION NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGER

Pollinator Planting
season started
during the winter

Frost seeding best for wildflowers
It was cold, the ground was frozen, and we were
out planting. It may seem a bit unconventional,
but actually these conditions are ideal to plant
certain prairie species such as forbs, more commonly known as wildflowers. Planting when the
soil temperature is below 39 degrees is called frost
seeding and has advantages versus planting in the
spring. The Linn County Conservation Department
was able to frost seed just over 90 acres of a very
diverse pollinator prairie mix this winter.
Frost seeding is how Mother Nature intended these seeds to function. Many
species of wildflowers need a cold, moist period to allow them to germinate
(called stratification). This cold, moist stratification period can take a few days to
a couple of months. Planting in winter allows the seeds to germinate when the
soil temperature rises in the spring. If the same seed was planted in the spring,
it may not germinate for an entire year, which reduces its chances of success.
Many wildflower seeds are extremely small, no bigger than a grain of salt or even
dust. With conventional spring planting, tiny seeds can be planted too deep in soft,
unfrozen ground resulting in death. When frost seeded, these seeds are placed on
top of the frozen ground and the natural freeze and thaw cycle of spring allows
that seed to work into the soil just enough to allow it to germinate and grow. Frost
seeding avoids the problems associated with spring seeding, like an exceptionally
wet season that doesn’t allow you to get the site prepared or planted.
It is beneficial to seed when there is snow on the ground. The seeds are visible,
ensuring even spread and proper spacing between passes with seeding equipment.
The sun melts the seed down into the snow giving the seed moisture and reducing
predation on the seed from wildlife.
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THE NEXT

——————

SAVE THE DATE

SEPTEMBER

16

More info coming soon.
——————

The movement is
underway to help landowners in Linn County
bring more nature to
their land. Meet helpful
experts, learn the
benefits of natural land
management, and funds
available to help in the
restoration of nature on
your land. Local landowners will be the special
guests on September 16,
spotlighting the first
steps toward planting
more prairie, trees or
other natural areas on
land they own.
This effort is in
partnership with the
Monarch Research
Project. Find out more at
www.monarchzones.com

IF YOU DO NOT
CURRENTLY
RECEIVE THE
OAK HICKORY
NEWSLETTER...
——————

Contact us at
conservation@linncounty.org
and provide us with your email and you
will be added to our eNews list, which
includes the Oak Hickory, published
three times a year.
You may also request the Oak Hickory
to be delivered by mail.

Cedar Amateur
Astronomers expand
their presence at the
Eastern Iowa Observatory
and Learning Center
BY GREG FROHNE,
CE D A R A M ATE U R A ST R O N O M E R S P R ES ID EN T

First Linn County
Water and Land Legacy
Bonds expected to be
issued this summer.
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projects to be
leveraged by
initial bond funds.

Linn County residents overwhelmingly passed a $40
million bond issue in November 2016 (73.9% approval)
with funds to be used toward water quality and land
protections, parks and trails projects. Resolutions
passed by the Linn County Conservation Board and Linn
County Board of Supervisors targets $22 million dollars
(55%) to be distributed over the life of the bond measure
toward water quality and land protection initiatives; $12
million (30%) toward park improvements and development, and $6 million (15%) for trails. NO bond dollars
have been issued for any project at this point in time.
Find out more details at www.linncountyparks.com,
click on Linn County’s Water and Land Legacy

The Cedar Amateur Astronomers (CAA) hosts at least 12
public observing events a year at the Eastern Iowa Observatory
and Learning Center (EIOLC). The EIOLC is located on the grounds
of Palisades-Dows Preserve, between Mount Vernon and Ely.
During viewing hours, society members will be available to answer
questions and provide everyone with an opportunity to look
through the Society’s telescopes and those CAA members.
Upcoming programs will be held April 14, May 5, June 2, June 30,
July 14, August 4, August 18, September 1, September 29, October
20, and November 3. All programs are in the evening, except the
August 18 program about the sun, which will begin at 3 pm. Dates,
times, and topics can be found at www.cedar-astronomers.org.
During 2018, you will notice three additions to the facility.
First, we are installing a brighter and higher resolution multimedia
projector in the presentation room of the learning center. Second,
we will be using a special camera system that will allow us to show
6

continued on page 7

An open air shelter and deck
will offer a breathtaking view
of the Wapsipinicon River at
Pinicon Ridge Park.

Linn County Conservation awarded
$400,000 in Iowa Great Places funding
Linn County Conservation was one of
only five Iowa Great Places awarded
matching grant funds from the Iowa
Department of Cultural Affairs and
Iowa Great Places Citizens Advisory
Board in December. Pinicon Ridge
Park is part of the Cedar-Wapsi Recreational Byway, along with Prospect
Meadows and Indian Creek Nature
Center, that received an Iowa Great
Place designation in 2014. The idea
of an overlook was included in the
Pinicon Ridge Park Master Plans,

which were approved in 2015
by the Linn County Conservation
Board (available for viewing at
www.linncountyparks.com).
This Pinicon Ridge project redevelops the site of a former park shop
facility and service yard into a scenic
overlook for public use. The shop
activities were relocated in 2016 with
the buildings removed from the area,
making available a stunning location
for park users to access. The grant
funds will help support an open air

the view that can be seen in our 24-inch research telescope
on monitors and TV screens throughout the venue. This is
intended to help those who do not want to negotiate the
stairs or ladder to look through the telescope eyepiece
achieve a similar experience. And third, we are in partnership with Linn County Conservation to build a seating venue
with appropriate lighting and an audio system to give outdoor presentations of night sky objects. We are calling this
an outdoor planetarium. With the availability of green laser
pointers, we can literally point to constellations, asterisms,
bright stars, planets, star clusters, and other objects. The
audience sees a narrow green line from the presenter to the
object so there is no mistake about what is being described.
There will be several 30 minute presentations after the
public presentation and just as is the case when looking
though our telescopes...”weather permitting.”
7

pavilion with a deck and patio area
for large group functions.
Future development activities
proposed for the site over time
include an accessible and inclusive
playground with a nearby outdoor
restroom, a recreation trail that
connects to Central City, nature
appreciation structures, and road
realignment.
More information on the Iowa
Great Places Program is available
by visiting www.Iowaculture.gov

Learning

SPRING PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Classes and Events are at Wickiup Hill Learning Center unless stated otherwise
10260 Morris Hills Road, Toddville, IA 52341-9604

Protection of Ancient Human Remains
in Iowa: Purposes, Laws and Processes

APRIL
Tri-State Rod Builders Workshop

Monday, April 23, 7pm

Saturday, April 7, 9am – 4pm

What makes Iowa special in the realm of protecting burials in
the US? Explore the role the Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) plays in the protection of ancient human remains
(defined as over 150 years old) in Iowa. Learn how OSA relies
on local conservation agencies and private landowners to aid
them in upholding Iowa’s responsibilities to record, protect
and preserve known burial sites, which in Iowa includes
prehistorically constructed mounds and both historic and
prehistoric cemeteries. Hear how Lara Noldner of the OSA
Bioarchaeology Program works to protect, preserve and
report these important cultural resources. Cost: $2.50/adult,
$1/child (16 and under) or $5/family.

The Tri-State Rod builders
will host an educational
workshop at Wickiup Hill
once again. The workshop
is for all levels of rod builders; new and experienced.
We will have several short
morning presentations,
followed by a good will
offering lunch – we suggest $10 to cover costs.
A number of sessions promise to make you a better builder
as we share our knowledge with each other. Please contact
Chuck.Ungs@linncounty.org if you plan on attending for the
meal planning. Bring some of your completed rod building
projects along for show and tell. Watch for additional details.

Ollie the Owl Hike

Thursday, April 26, 7-8pm
Give a hoot about owls
and their woodland habitat. Unravel their mysterious lives when you join
Linn County Conservation
Naturalist Chuck Ungs
and Trees Forever for a
fun-filled kid’s activity at
Wickiup Hill. Discover why
Ollie the Owl is “Nature’s
Perfect Mousetrap”. Get
your hands on wings, talons, owl pellets and more.
A portion of the program
will start in the classroom
and then we will head out
on the trail to try to call in
some owls-so dress for the weather. Learn about other forest
friends, and learn why trees play an important role in their
habitat. This activity is for all ages. No need to register, just
fly on in! No cost for the program.

Monarch and Pollinator Habitat Workshop
Thursday, April 12, 5:30pm-7:30pm

Learn how to plant and maintain your own pollinator paradise. Presented by ISU Extension, USDA, Linn County Conservation and Pheasants Forever. Anyone interested in creating
a prairie habitat is welcome. To RSVP, call Emery Davis with
Pheasants Forever at 319-212-0916.

Bison and Seed Dispersal in Prairies

Monday, April 16, 7pm, Flaherty Room, Basile Hall,
Mount Mercy University
Dr. Peter G. Eyheralde is a professor at William Penn University in Oskaloosa. He will be giving a talk on “Bison-mediated
seed dispersal in prairies” based upon his Ph.D. research at
Neal Smith National Wildlife Area. He earned his doctorate
at ISU. Free will offering.

EcoFest 2018

Saturday, April 21, 10am-4pm
at NewBo City Market

Family Bluebird Hike
Saturday, April 28, 1pm

EcoFest is the premier Earth Day event in
Eastern Iowa, and it’s GOOD GREEN FUN!
EcoFest is a collaborative annual event
planned by multiple local non-profit environmental groups,
along with other community organizations. The Corridor’s
premier Earth Day celebration, this family-friendly festival
includes the Eco-Film Fest, interactive educational activities,
eco-practice demonstrations on how to reduce our consumption of resources, fun ways to reduce and reuse household
items, local foods, and free live music all day! EcoFest helps
us connect our personal choices to individual, community and
planetary sustainability. Find out more at www.ecofestcr.org
or Ecofest CR on Facebook.

Head out on a hike with naturalist Gail Barels and carefully peer
inside bird houses. Find out
what the Linn County Conservation is doing to encourage blue
birds on our areas and what you
can do to provide housing for
birds on your property. Suitable
for families with children ages 7 and up with adult.
Cost: $2.50/adult, $1/child (16 and under) or $5/family.
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MAY
Top SHADE Pollinator Plants
Wednesday, May 2, 7-8:30pm

Tired of reading “Full Sun” on pollinator plant descriptions
when your property is mostly shady? Linn County Master
Gardener Becki Lynch will share the best SHADE pollinator
plants in her 1 1/2 acre woodland garden from spring through
fall, as well as information on which “Full Sun” pollinator
plants do well in shade. There ARE pollinator plants for
everywhere! No cost for the program.

Mushroom Ramble

Saturday, May 5, 9am-Noon
Marty Augustine of the Prairie
State Mushroom Club will lead
participants on a search for fungus
at Wickiup Hill this morning. We
will have a program on mushroom
identification initially. Then we will
head to the woods to see what we
can find. Of course, at this time
of year many folk’s thoughts will
be on the tasty morel mushrooms
– though we will see many other
kinds of fungi as well. We will learn a bit more about local
mushrooms and what was located at the end of the program
– who knows, maybe someone will even share their favorite
spots? Bring a container to collect mushrooms and dress for
conditions that may include ticks, mosquitoes or poison ivy.
Cost: $2.50/ adult, $1.00 for children 16 and under or $5.00
per family. No charge for Mushroom Club members.

June
Youth Fishing Clinic

Saturday, June 2, 9am - Noon at Pinicon Ridge Park
Linn County Conservation and the North Linn Fish and Game
Club and will cosponsor a youth fishing clinic near the boat
rental area in Pinicon Ridge Park near Central City. All youth
participants will receive prizes for participating. Educational
materials provided by Iowa DNR. No pre-registration is
required. Cost is free.

National Trails Day,
nature hike at Wickiup Hill
Saturday, June 2, 10am

Join us, along with the local
HikeitBaby chapter for some
hiking along the trails of Wickiup
Hill. Hikes include: Adult-paced
Hike 3-4 miles (carrier only);
Big Kid Hike - 1-2 miles through
the woods; Toddler Lead - for
new to preschool walkers, short
exploration hike. There will be prizes and activities for the kids
inside the Learning Center in case of rain. You don’t have to
be a HikeitBaby member to participate, just come on out,
and enjoy the trails! Register for prizes. Cost: Free

Bird Banding

Saturday, May 12, 9am - Noon
Drop in any time and stay as long as
you like to have the opportunity to
see your favorite birds in hand, maybe
even your own hand. Licensed bird
bander Rob Bradley, who has banded
for Linn County Conservation for over
25 years, will introduce you to the techniques of bird banding.
Cost: $2.50/ adult, $1.00 for children 16 and under or $5.00
per family. (see article page 11)

Iowa’s Ancient Trails

Hop on Down the Bunny Trail!

Thursday, June 7, 7pm

Saturday, May 19, 10:30am – Noon

Almost all of Iowa’s existing
roads postdate 1850. Today’s
familiar one-mile checkerboard
of roads replaced a far-older trail
system built by Indians, traders,
and soldiers before American settlement. Traces of these
ancient trails still exist and have evolved into field roads,
gravel roads, or modern highways. The Office of the State
Archaeologist documented the surviving pre-settlement roads
and trails in the northern half of Iowa, and developed a plan
for these ancient routes to be preserved and appreciated.
Eight driving tours were designed to highlight archaeological
and historic points of interest along these routes. OSA archaeologist Cherie Haury-Artz will discuss the Ancient Trails project
and highlight Tour 5 featuring Decorah to Spirit Lake.
Cost: $2.50/adult, $1/child (16 and under) or $5/family.

Did the Peter Rabbit movie leave you wanting a furry companion? Come learn about the care involved in owning one of
these smart creatures! The Cedar Rapids Rabbit Association
and local 4-H members will have live rabbits and
guinea pigs at this family-friendly program. You will
also have the opportunity to learn about why wild
rabbits can’t be pets. Come and go from 10:30-Noon.
Donations welcome. No
need to register just
“hop” on in!

9

Beeswax Candle Making Class

Queen Rearing Class

Join local beekeeper Bob Wolff to learn how to make beeswax
candles. Bob has over 20 years of experience making beeswax candles. You will learn the art of making 10 inch tapered
hand dipped beeswax candles. The class is designed to be
hands-on so get ready to dip! You leave the class with five
candles of your own making, and have the understanding to
make more at home. Due to the hot wax, boiling water and
open flames, this class is for adults only. The cost of the class
is $50; this includes one dipping jig, and five 10-inch tapered
beeswax candles with unleaded wicking. The class is limited.
Pre-registration is required by May 25. Don’t forget to bring
your lunch!

Would you like to rear your own queens? This two-day
in-depth queen-rearing course teaches methods used by
both the hobbyist and commercial beekeepers. We will cover
queen and drone biology, genetics, timing, mating yards,
grafting (hands on), and non-grafting alternatives, along with
queen marking. A solid beekeeping foundation is necessary.
Due to time restraints and out of respect of fellow students
the instructor will not be able to cover basic beekeeping
questions in this class. Instructor Erin Miller Certified Master
Beekeeper UMT. Space is limited to 10. Cost: $75/person. To
register or questions go to www.BeeApartBeeTogether.com
or email honeybeeclasses@gmail.com

Family Bluebird Hike

Fuzzy, Furry, Slimy, Scaly

Saturday, June 9, 10-4pm

Saturday & Sunday, June 23-24, 9am-3pm

Saturday, June 9, 10am

Thursday, June 28, 10am – 1pm at Bever Park Duck
Pond Pavilion, Cedar Rapids

Head out on a hike to check bluebird boxes with naturalist
Gail Barels and carefully peer inside bird houses. Find out
what the Linn County Conservation is doing to encourage
blue birds on our areas and what you can do to provide
housing for birds on your property. Suitable for families
with children ages 7 and up with adult. Cost: $2.50/adult,
$1/child (16 and under) or $5/family.

We will explore the group of animals called vertebrates, comparing the birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and fishes.
Participants will learn about the categories of creatures using
live animals and many hands-on examples. We will learn what
makes the groups the same and what makes them different.
Join the fun in the pavilion near the duck pen. The Cedar Rapids
Park and Rec Depart., Iowa DNR and Linn CCD cosponsor this
annual educational program. See www.cedar-rapids.org/
residents/parks_and_recreation/recreation_programs.php for
registration options. Bring a sack lunch not needing refrigeration and bottle of water. Cost is $12 per 8-11 year old student.

Free Live Vegan Cooking Show
Sunday, June 10, 4-6p.m.

Included in the show is a free whole-food, plant-based
dinner and message by nationally known Chef Mark Anthony.
Learn about healthy lifestyle choices and how to save money
by eating healthier. Chef Anthony himself lost 75 pounds!
Sponsored by Eat2Thrive. Limited to 60 guests. Go to
www.eat2thriveia.weebly.com for more information and
the sign up link.

Kids Day at the Linn County Fair

Thursday, June 28, 9am-Noon, Central City
Join us at the fair as youth have the chance
to see and experience many interesting and
exciting educational booths. Look for us and we
will promise to entertain you a bit and perhaps
have a few prizes too!

STEMpower: Be the Engineer!
Tuesday, June 19, 9am-3pm

Join us for an empowering day of problem solving, challenges,
and STEM exploration! Using kits, teams will work together
to build a truss bridge large enough to crawl across! Participants will use the engineering design process to work through
design challenges like building bridges and other structures.
Wickiup Hill naturalists and ISU Extension are teaming up
together! For grades 3 -5. Register by following this link:
www.extension.iastate.edu/linn/content/4h-day-camps

JULY
Farm to Fork: Food & Agriculture Connections
Monday, July 9, 9am - 3pm

Do you eat? Ever wonder how your food got to your plate?
Join us for a day of exploration as we investigate the adventure of food from seed to your kitchen! Learn how plants
grow and start your own seeds to take home. Try new foods
and explore how far they traveled. Learn to follow a recipe
as you make your own delicious snacks as a team. Wickiup
Hill naturalists and ISU Extension are teaming up together!
For grades 3-5. Register by following this link: https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/linn/content/4h-day-camps

Creek Study & You

Thursday, June 21, 10am – 1pm at Bever Park Duck
Pond Pavilion, Cedar Rapids
Get your hands in the water and dip into our creek study.
Explore what is in the mud; learn about plant and critter life,
and practice fishing techniques. The Cedar Rapids Park and
Recreation Dept., Iowa DNR and Linn CCD will cosponsor
this youth stream study at Bever Park in Cedar Rapids. See
this page for registration options www.cedar-rapids.org/
residents/parks_and_recreation/recreation_programs.php.
Bring a sack lunch not needing refrigeration and a bottle of
water. Dress to wade in the stream. Cost is $12 per 8-11
year old student.

Farm to Fork: Plant Detectives
Monday, July 16, 9am - 3pm

What do you like to eat? What do you know about plants?
Ever wonder how your food got to you? Join us for a day of
exploration as we investigate the adventure of food from
seed to your kitchen! Be a plant detective & find out all about
their amazing abilities! Learn how plants grow and start your
own seeds to take home. Learn, grow & eat with us! Wickiup
Hill naturalists and ISU Extension are teaming up together!
For grades K – 2. Register by following this link:
www.extension.iastate.edu/linn/content/4h-day-camps
10

More Classes

Learning more about Birds
through Bird Banding

Bird banding is a common and valuable method to study the movement,
survival and behavior of birds. Bird banding is centuries old. In 1595,
Henry IV lost a banded peregrine falcon while hunting in France. The
falcon flew 1350 miles to Malta in 24 hours. John James Audubon is the
first known American bird bander. In 1803, he placed silver cords around
the legs of baby phoebes near Philadelphia and recorded that two of the
birds returned the next summer.
Today, bands come in 25 standard sizes, which fit the smallest hummingbird to large trumpeter swans. There are also four other types of bands
which are used on hawks and owls, eagles, and bands for extremely
harsh habitats. The Bird Banding Laboratory run by USGS process all
banding information in the US. Bands are made of aluminum and are
inscribed CALL 1-800-327 BAND and WWW.REPORTBAND.GOV followed
by a unique 8 or 9 digit number. This unique set of numbers provides
the bird its individual identity and allows biologists to track the bird’s
movements when recaptured or found dead. Other bands for specific
research projects may include colored bands in various combinations
and allow researchers to ID a bird with binoculars without having to
recapture it. Banders today must have a U. S. Federal Bird Banding and
Marking Permit. Before being given a permit, a bander must go through a number of years of
training and follow specific requirements.
Some of the first banding studies followed the movements of waterfowl, but today, many songbirds
are banded. As of February 26 of 2018, the BBL has received over 64 million banding records. Of
these, 38,555,531 have been songbirds and 19,671,046 ducks and geese. Thankfully, most information is now computerized and easily accessible for researchers.
Linn County Conservation began its bird-banding program with licensed bander Rob Bradley in
1990 at Pinicon Ridge Park. Rob had worked with another bander for 10 years before he was able to
get his own license. When the new nature center opened at Wickiup Hill Learning Area in 2002, the
banding program moved there. Rob has banded about 1,000 birds per year, not all at Linn County
locations. The first bird he banded was a slate-colored junco and Rob’s oldest recaptured bird was
a nine year cardinal at Wickiup Hill. Rob has only caught one bird banded by another bird bander.

Wandering Woods Club! NEW
Join the club! Wickiup’s Wandering Woods Club! New this summer, come experience our FABULOUS
PlayScape. We have over an acre of outdoor unstructured play for children to enjoy! Drop in during
the scheduled time to play and do our activity of the day. For all ages, although younger participants
may need help with activity/craft. This program is FREE! If we are not able to play outside due to
the weather, an activity will be offered indoors as well.

Scavenger Hunt, June 6, 10-11am
Forest Critters, June 21, 1-2pm
Stick Swords and Nature Wands, July 14, 10am-12pm
Caterpillars, July 18, 10am-12pm
Wacky Wetlands, Aug. 8, 10am-12pm
Nature Crowns, Aug. 16, 10am-12pm
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JUNE

Archery Art

Swamp Slime!

We are combining archery and art in an
unusual way. See what masterpieces you
can create with paint filled balloons as your
archery targets! Take your masterpiece
home with you! Pick from either morning
or afternoon session. Ages 9 and up. Must
register 2 days prior to day camp. Cost $10.

Friday, June 29, 10am-12pm & 1-3pm

Thursday, June 7, 10-11:30am OR
1-2:30pm
OR Friday, June 8, 10-11:30am OR
1-2:30pm

SUMMER
CAMPS

Let’s have some fun exploring Wickiup’s
wetland! Use dip nets to scoop out water
critters, get a chance to meet other wetland
animals, and finish the day with making
your very own swamp slime to take home!
Ages 5 and up. Must register 2 days prior
to day camp. Cost: $8/child

Be a Naturalist Day
Camp Days

Wednesdays, June 20 through
Summer, 9am-2pm
Explore Wickiup Hill with local insect,
reptile, bird and mammal experts. Learn
how to catch and ID animals in the prairie,
forest and wetlands. Come prepared to
get wet and dirty and have a lot of fun. For
children aged 8 -12. Parents must provide
a sack lunch. Registration is $20 per day
or if registered for all four days, fee is $70.
Must register 2 days prior to each day camp.
June 20 - Birds, Bird Banding
July 18 - Mammals, Meet Vesta the Red Fox
July 25 - Bees, Bugs & Butterflies
August 1 - Amphibians & Reptiles

Archaeology Day Camp
Tuesday-Thursday June 26-28,
9am-2pm

Children aged 8 -12. Hey kids, do you
like to explore and learn about the past?
Then come out and dig with us. Learn
how archaeologists find, investigate and
interpret how people have lived in the past
by excavating archaeological sites. Parents
must provide a sack lunch. Registration
deadline: June 21. Cost: $65.

JULY

Archery Art

Thursday, July 12, 12:30-2:30pm
We are combining archery and art in an
unusual way. See what masterpieces you
can create with paint filled balloons as your
archery targets! Take your masterpiece home
with you! Ages 9 and up. Must register
2 days prior to each day camp. Cost $10.

Build Your Own Fairy
and Gnome Home
Friday, July 13, 10am-12pm

Create a place for the fairies to dance
in your garden! The simple challenge of
creating a fairy house gives children a
unique activity that encourages them to go
outside and connect with the natural world.
We will collect items from nature and make
pieces out of clay to help complete our
houses. Sticks, bark, dry grasses, pebbles,
shells, feathers, pinecones and nuts are
just some of the natural materials used.
For ages 5 and up. Registration Deadline:
July 9. Cost: $12 per child.

AUGUST
Archery Art

Wednesday, August 1, 10am-12pm
We are combining archery and art in an
unusual way. See what masterpieces you
can create with paint filled balloons as your
archery targets! Take your masterpiece
home with you! Ages 9 and up. Must register 2 days prior to each day camp. Cost $10.

Build Your Own Fairy and
Gnome Home
Tuesday, August 7, 1-3pm

Create a place for the fairies to dance in
your garden! The simple challenge of creating a fairy house gives children a unique
activity that encourages them to go outside
and connect with the natural world. We will
collect items from nature and make pieces
out of clay to help complete our houses.
Sticks, bark, dry grasses, pebbles, shells,
feathers, pinecones and nuts are just some
of the natural materials used. For ages 5
and up. Registration Deadline: August 3.
Cost: $12 per child.
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What do teenagers
think about the

environment?

5
13

The National Environmental Education
Foundation (NEEF) surveyed teens across
the country to better understand how they
interact with the outdoors, and who they turn
to for information about the environment.

DESIGNED FOR FAMILIES,
SCOUT AND YOUTH GROUPS
A REPLICA WICKIUP
ADA PLATFORM FOR TENTS
FIRE RING WITH SITTING STONES
LEARNING CENTER WITH
MULTI-LEVEL EXHIBITS
TRAILS AND WETLANDS TO
HIKE AND EXPLORE

Linn
County
Conservation

TO RESERVE: www.linncountyparks.com
Click on Facilities - “wickiup hill primitive campsite”

10260 Morris Hills Road • Toddville 52341
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BOARD & STAFF
Conservation Board
Hillary Hughes, President
Steve Emerson, Vice President
Cindy Burke, Secretary
George Kanz, Member
John Hanson, Member
Linn Co Board of Supervisors
Jim Houser, District 1
Stacey Walker, District 2
Ben Rogers, District 3
Brent Oleson, District 4
John Harris, District 5
Conservation Staff
Dennis Goemaat, Executive Director
Randy Burke, Planner
Ryan Schlader, Community Outreach
John Layton, Senior Account Clerk
Mandy Bieber, Clerical Specialist
Deanna Donovan, Senior Clerk Typist

Bison Mediated
Seed Dispersal
Dr. Peter Eyheralde

Professor, William Penn University
!

MONDAY,
APRIL 16
7 PM

FLAHERTY ROOM,
BASILE HALL
MOUNT MERCY UNIVERSITY

1330 Elmhurst Drive NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 | 319-363-8213 | mtmercy.edu

This event is free and open to the public. Seating may be limited.

Conservation Education – Wickiup Hill
Jenny Corbett, Lead Naturalist
Gail Barels, Naturalist
Chuck Ungs, Naturalist
Sarah Wendt, Naturalist
Services
John Scott, Operations Manager
Tom Oberbreckling, Construction Coordinator
David Kephart, Carpenter
Chuck Bogard, Equipment Operator
Mike Shoop, Equipment Operator
Bill Perrin, Operations Technician
Tom Blythe, Mechanic
North Cedar District
Shaun Reilly, Resource Manager
Josh Fossum, Assistant Ranger
Gary Novotny, Resource Technician
Dawn Zimpfer, Resource Technician
Jared Van Hamme, Resource Technician
South Cedar District
Jason Baumann, Resource Manager
Joe Reu, Assistant Ranger
Chris Burian, Resource Technician
Landon Barnes, Resource Technician*
Wapsipinicon District
Aaron Batchelder, Resource Manager
Steve Deaver, Assistant Ranger
Josh Volz, Resource Technician
Nathan Allen, Resource Technician
Noah Krob, Resource Technician

Linn County Conservation is a proud
co-sponsor of this year’s Freedom Bike Ride on
Sunday June 24, with a revamped route and new
start times at 12pm and 12:30pm. Find out more and
sign up today at www.freedomfestival.com

Natural Resources
Dana Kellogg, Natural Resources Manager
Tony Nemmers, Resource Technician
Andrew Huck, Conservation Ecologist and
Land Protection Specialist
*position shared with Natural Resources

Conservation Board Vision & Mission: To improve community through people, parks, trails & open space. To achieve this, we protect natural resources; promote health
and wellness; strengthen safety and security; support economic development; increase environmental awareness; provide outdoor recreational experiences; foster
human development; strengthen community image & sense of place. -- The Linn County Conservation Board intends to comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act
and all other local, state and federal laws pertaining to equal treatment. If anyone believes he or she has been subjected to discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age or disability, they may file a complaint alleging discrimination with either the Linn County Conservation Board or the office for Equal Opportunity,
U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
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